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'The PREFACE. : 


} reject the beſt Security that 
Mankind hath for a 8 
State, and deprive themſel. 


pend upon that we ſhall live after this mor- 
tal Life, and hath the beſt Evidence of 
Truth. The Law of God is your Life, and 


bis Mord is eftabliſhed ſon ever in Heaven. © 


Deut. xxxii. 47. Pal. cxix. 89. 


If the Holy Scripture is not of God, the 9 
Creator hath diſregarded his indigent Crea- i 
tures; without this, there have been no 
Notices from Heaven, that could be a pro- 
per Help to Men, after they had corrupt= *©- 
ed Divine-Worſhip, and fallen much lowerh&Ü 
than the firſt Man did. There is no Secuj- 
rity , for Pardon of Sin, but what is-to be- N 
found in the Scriptures, nor is there any 


other Name under Heaven given among 
Men, whereby we muſt be ſaved, but only 


the Name of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Ads _ 


uv. 12. 


a . 
; 


0 HOSE, that deny RS” 


ves of the greateſt Comfort 

that is to be had in this World, 
that is, a Proſpect of Future Happineſs, -- 7 
The Scripture 1s all that we Co to de. VE 


bes Holy Scripture is lach a Revela- _ 


iv 


E . and could not reaſonably deſire mere, ba, 
ing very agreeable to the State of Man, 
There we ice the Son of God foretold, and 
in due time more plainly revealed, who an ; 
wers all our Neceflities : and if Men were 
ſenſible of their want, they would wiſh. 
for fach an Advocate, who' could plead 
with the Almighty, and procure ſor us 
Eternal Life, inſtead of Eternal Death. 
I have laid out ſome Endeavours, to 
perſuade my ſelf and others to make 
_ uſe. of thoſe* Advantages, which the 
Holy Scriptures offer to us, in Order to 


| dur Happineſs in this World, and that 


which is to come, I have ſhewed the un- 
Happy State, in which Sin hath involved 
Mankind, and how we may be reſtored to 
2 Degree of Happineſs in this Life, which 
is to be compleated in another State. I 
have in the Way explained Difficulties, 
with the Reaſons why we are exereiſed 
wich Trials, and muſt exerciſe our -ſelves- 


/ 


unto Godlineſs. 1 Tim. iv. 7. e 
To this excellent Eng, great Care ſhonld. 
be taken of the Education of Childrep, that 
they may be ſeaſoned with good Principles, 
aud early acquainted with the Holy Scrip- 
| Cures, Timothy is commended for having 
| Known the Scriptures from-a Child; which 
mould perſuade all Parents to bring up their 


tion, as 2 conſiderate Man would wiſh. for,.. 


2 


Children in the Uſe of thoſe ſacred Wri- 


2 tings. _.Cuftom. will render them familiar 


do them, and they will get a true Taffe of 
Religion, ſo that ven they are old tbey wii! 


e - 
" - = * 
o * * * 


te Hen u wi be able to bear © * 
„ Patience and Comfort of God's 
$408 an* 5 
. is 8 real fault in many Men, 
that they are too much in Love with this. 
World, and too little regard another State 1 
many Parents have only this World at 
Heart, in the Education of their Children, 
and let Religion take it's Chance. This 
may be the Reaſon that Grace is oſten wan- 
ting to Learning, and the learned not the 
1 Men. For what waz cenſured a.” 
mong Heathens, is much more blameable 
in Chriſtians, that money 8 preferr'd' to. 5s 
Chriſtian Virtue. FRA 


. Dnarenda pecunid frimom,... © 
Virtus poſt nummos. Hor. Epiſt. l. 1. 


This Age hath produced learned Men. 
who have excelled in VINDICATION 
of Sacred Truths. But profane Writers havws 
too much engaged Attention, and one E 
rour begets another in it's own Image. The 
Beauties of Poets are admired; and che 


greater Beauties of the Scriptures are ne- 


ected Learned Men magnify the Gentile 
e. and 3 t oo fair a ConſtreQion' 5 
vpon their Mythology ; which tends ta 
excuſe Heatheniſm, and dimitiiſh the Va. 
lue of Revelation. The Gentiles might des. 
| figm by. ſome Fables, to' inſtruct Men in 
Morality, and deter them from Vice; but 
ftzßey promoted the Worſhip of Falſe Gods, 
aud were carried a G to * Duanb N 8 
41 Cor. xii. 2 | — * 


F 
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Learning takes a wrong turn, by over- valu- 


ing profane Authors, and raiſes a Prejudice 
againſt Religion, whence it comes to paſs, 
that Men will give a fairer hearing to a 


Pagan Philoſopher, than to 'a Chriftian 
Writer, and moſt value that Knowledge, 


which is ſo high in reputation. This ſame | 
Bias carries away many Perſons, to Value 


Men according to that Standard, and to 
flight others upon that very Account, for 
which they ought to be more eſteemed. 
I Men made an impartial Enquiry into 

the real worth of Gentile Writers, they 
would leſs efteem them, and more regard 
the Holy Scriptures. A great part of the 


Value, which is ſet upon the Poets, arifeth 


from their Antiquity ; ſome of the Holy 
Scriptures are far more ancient; and real. 
ly much more excellent, yet find leſs fa- 
vour among Men. They are eſpecially mor 
worthy, beczuſe they give an Idea of th 


ſupream Being, infinitely more great and 


Noble-than could poflibly enter into the 
Heart of a Heathen, and exalt our low Ima- 


ginations with the moſt ſublime thoughts. 
The Holy-Scriptures excel] both in Poe- 


try. and Oratory, of which there are many 
inſtances. eas = 


The Jews, having little converſation with 


other Nations, were little acquainted with _ 
their learning, yet had greater advantages 


than others by the Knowledge of the Holy 


Sor ptures. That Nation produced Men 
of great Genius, without coaſidering them 
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The Scriptures have ſet us rigbt i yet 
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cc excell thoſe that are deliver'd down to 
c us by the antient Greeks and Romans, 
6 jn the Poetry, as much as in the ſubject, 
to which it was conſecrated. 5 


*. 


Fs mall give one Inſtance out of's many. 


The Poetry of the 114 P/al. is exquiſite, 
The Pſalmift at firſt conceals the Deity, that 
he may introduce him more gloriouſly, v. 2. 
Jacob was His Sanctuary, Sc. The Poets 
were obliged to Fiction, but here are finer 
ornaments, and thoſe adorn'd with Truth. 


ce as inſpired Writers, and they. have 3 
*« mitted to ys many Divine Odes, which 


"The Sea ſaw that and fled, Jordan was 8 


driven * back; the Mountains skipped like 
Rams, Ic. He ſtands amazed at the great E- 
vent, and then ſpeaks to inſenſible Creatures, 
as made ſenſible of the Divine Preſence, 
What ailed thee, thou Sea, that thou fled- 
deſt, &c. God appears on a ſudden, and then 
the Wonder ceaſes, when the mighty Cauſe 
is known, Tremble thou Earth at the Pre- 
Fence of the Lord, Sc. Here the Poets Rule 
is obſerved in Perfection. Nec Deus 
interfit, niſi dignus vindice nodus. Hor. de 
Arte Poet. 

The Oratory oſſome ofthe Prophets. is ex- 
cellent. The Prophet Iſaiab hath the ſtrong- 
eſt en awake Attention and excite the 
7 7 omg 
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* HoxtB and SINAI. two Tops of one Moug- 
<ain, and ones neighbouring Hills, or Mountains, 


E xed, xix. is, Zſal. Ixviii. 2. 
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Paſſions, Ch. i. 2. He calls upon 1nanimate 
Creatures to teſtify againſt unworthy Men. 


Hear, O Heaven, and give Ear, O Earth! 


For the Lord hath ſpoken, I have nouri. 
med and brought up Children and they have 
rebelled againſt me ; the Ox knoweth his 
Owner, and the Aſs his Maſter's Crib, but 
Iſrael doth not know, my People doth 
not conſider. There cannot be a more ele- 
gant Expreflion, nor a more poinant Re- 
flexion, nor a more juſt Reproof. It is 


applicable to all careleſs Men, who re. 


gard not their Maker. 

It is a monſtrous thing in Nature, that 
Man being endued with Reaſon, and much 
ſuperiour to the Brutes, ſhould fall below 
them in his Conduct. The Brutes anſwer 
the End of their Creation, and glorify 


God according to their Capacity; but Man 
hath Reaſon in vain, who doth not acknow- 


ledge his Maker, or is unmindful of his 

Duty to him. 

| Therefore He calls the whole Creation 
to Witneſs againſt them, and condemn their 

careleſs ſtupidity, who by their Reaſon 

know not hat God, in whom they live, 

and move, and have their Being. 

The Gentiles were notoriouſly Criminal, 

and the Jews follow'd their Example, in 

their abſurd Idolatrous Superſtition. A 


ſmall number of the Geatiles were learned, 


and has had ſome low Notions of a future 
State. Reaſon taught them ſome moral 
Virtue, and gave them obſcure Hopes of 
Reward. But they went on with the 
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| pg eſt Ofatore apo 2 
15 Tong nus e in the hind. 4 
tian Eis Nen of great Learning-and Ver: 

ue, get were. not converted e _ 
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110 it, and probably are $0.10 this Bar. 
be Jena ſeem very firange, that- ſuch Mes: 

; were not Chriſtians ; but there is no wonder 
11 E they, were led wich. 

| 2 hi 


« Pride in their own a Party, 
bich Nico 0 5 it {elf amongſt many 
* a fition of Mind, and. 
the 


cuth, . ih? 
vine Fa 52 1 would open 
pt. 


| Lying, F 
yes lame Cauſe which ke 
| Ss chene, QaFos other Jearn- 
Men renounce it. of ng * 
wore tif the. 3 * beſfow "as 
12 zins, in ſearchiog the Scriptures, as: 
oy do for profane * — — 3 if 1 
ns Kor Bay theic. Opinion of the 
ile, and do 2 to . 
Lovell, improve 23 1 


| have ker ee 
8 exend id excell, 1 yield the i 
to. many; Perlons, w 0 do nor-think. | 8 
publiſh any thing : But 4 far as 
able to do for my ſelf, 
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$a into the Hop- 


5,thatis intend- 
5 eq 417 Mankind and 
malt lay the Foundz- 
iin ppon che Trac - 
| 1 Seriptgres, without: 
SN the orld had been ſtill more 
3 much more 'milctable; 


-"” 


Divice Ori "inal, 1 5 the tn 
- | Part of Mankind haye always dif- 
J covered the Weakneſs of Human Res. 
EY 5 ; and the _— * 1 
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| | Darkneſs and Dice, wi, . 
| Gnide. A notable Diſeovery) ! 


2 Man's Bappineſs. | 
this, That GOD ſent Man into the ſh, 
World, to make his Mar thraegh. N 


tber Reaſan or Revelation for bit 


$3 Ir is probable, that G O D choſe. 
the Way we find, as moſt proper to 

the State of Men, to give them a pro- 
ö Ent e 


per Exerciſe; not an ittefiſtable 
dence, but ſuch as requires Thought, 


Woll certain Argumębt, and willag, 
pear ſo to, conſiderate Perſons,” "ep 
Divine Power ſhewed Itſelt,. inthe 
| Lives and AQts ot the firſt Preachers 
_ of the Golpel, together With rheig, 


Knowledge and SBicecs of thaſe 
ee oe the wei. 
eſt Sott of Perſons, 1 that they back - 


4 
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Piety, Sincerity and Sufferin 


* 


many. Adyerlaries, yet gone copkt 
prove theit Doctrine to he an Hr 
a Was. Invent; on. | beet by 'Y 30 ..2961 
5 Ir cannot be denied That there. | 
nn ſuch a Perlon-as 7% 8 Cl 


* ; 


n 


* 
8 * 


9.0 
* 5 


without which certain Hope, they 4 
had been the moſt fooliſh Men, and 
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Man's Happineſs. - 3 
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and ſuch Holy Men as his Apoſtles. 
Tone can deny their Miracles, nor 
an it be proved, that they had any 
worldly Defign ;. but -propoſed- ta 
loſe by their Work, and rejoiced to 
ſuffer in ſo good a Caule. Millions 
of Witneſſes ſucceeded one another: 
whom the Strength of Truth ſup» 
ported under the moſt cruel Perlecys+ - 
tions. Truth was their ſolemn Po- 
teſſion, without which they had been 
very bad Men, and a Contradictign © | 


to all their Practice. They proved | 


their own Aſſurance, becauſe they 
willingly ſuffered, and had no other 
ProſpeR, but of a future Reward ; 


ot all Men molt miſerable ; yet they 


thought themſelves moſt happy, ane 
indeed were the wiſeſt Men, 
IAE Holy Scripture hath a Wit- 


neſs in itlelf, by diſtinguiſhing Cha- 


racters of Divinity, above any. Hu- 
man Performance. It teacheth more 
excellent Knowledge than appeared 
any where at the fame Time, or _ 2 


"- 2 


Wan's bapinets. 
be produced afterwards. It is 70 


* 


molt ancient of all Writings, an 
was the Foundation of other Works, 


yet ſtill above Human Compoſitions, 
It ſhewsa Divine Author, by an un- 
i Imicable Sublinicy of Matter, and 

it's Stile is moſt excellent, tho? ſome 
have raiſed Cavils againſt it, thro? an 
nt Influence of Prejudice. GOD acteqd 
Wonderfully for the Jews, and gave 
Demonſtrations of his Spirit. || 1 0 
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gave thy good Spirit to inſiru 
them; and the Go(pel came not in 
Mord only, but alſo in Power, and 
| - 23 the Holy Ghoſt, and in much Aſſu- 
ä 7 4 of Rn ne 
Tu E Scripture ſhews a Divine 
Author, by the Excellency ot the Stile, 
and the Incapacity of the Writers. 
| The Prophets, except Moſes, had no 
Learning, and the Hebrew Tongue + 
a narrow Language; yer they 
V found 


5.4 
— — 


ma. — 


[| Nehem. 9. 20. n 3 

1 Monſieur le- Clarke attempts to prove, 
That the Hebrew Tongue is rude, and un- 
paolite, and therefore the Scripture, more to pe 
| admired for it's Elegancy.. Differ. 40. 


; . 
n — — — — 


3 erbten „ 
ound Expreſſions above the vulgare 
train, * above Human Learning, and 
qual to the beſt Eloquence. The 
dcripture, is elegant, and hath many: 
Beauties, yet it is plain and familiar, 
icely adapted to it's Holy Purpoſe; - 
there is an admirable Contrivance, - 
arried on with the ſame Spirit f 
dolineſs, by diyers. Perſons in differ 
rent Ages. The Doctrine is ſublime, 
40 and yet the Holy Spirit, by a won. 
+' WM Gertul n hath accommoa» 
* dated itſelt to the Cuſtom of Langua- 
4 ges. There are ſuch Charms in the 
Holy Scripture, that nothing but aa 
Adder, the Seed of the old Serpent, | 
1 flop. bis Ears againſt it, Mal. 4 
5 . 4 5 
Bur whereas ſome have 9 * 
ed, That Chriſtianity was an Human 


a 


a flouriſhing State, and it ſeems t6 
| be Mens NES ta {upport it; this 


- 1 * 
2 #4 . 
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Invention, becauſe the Church is. in 


5 | 


* ; Conttar d 2 ee = og 


tam, r da * ny owe . | 
Gare 175 "og | 


8 Si wapptiies. 
is fo far from being a Proof, that 
it ſtrongly proves the contrary, as 
is mantteſt id Hiſtory. The Chri- 
ſtian's Z al demonſtrated, That they 
as de believed the Scriptures, as 
if they had ſeen the Miracles contain- 
ed in them. There was a wonder- 
ful Zeal, which the Senſè of Truth 
1 alter that Miracles had 
*ceafed. This Zeal raiſed beautiful 
Churches, and dilpoled Men to great 
Liderality, ia providing for the Mi- 
Naiſters. Pious Works ſhewed the 

great Value that Chriſtians ſet upon 


S 8 Their Reli gion. They, willingly offe- 
red their Wealth, becauſe they were 
aſſur'd of the T ruth, and parted 
witch much in this World, has they 
might lay wh - Treoſures in Heaven. 
| Mat. 6. a wr's! | 


Fos atter Wa 8 14 cea- 
VB 4; there was {till a Confirmation of 
the Faith. becauſe Christians were 
certain, That ſuch Miracles had been 
_. wrought, and they were the more 
certain of the Divine Power, becauſe 
Ny N vere. "wich 

c * 3 


Dans Happineſs. | 


o Man could alter wards perform. 
The ſame is a Confirmation to us, 
ather than it Miracles had conti- 
W ucd. For if Miracles had not cea · 
ed, the Wonder would ceaſe; the 
ame Love ofthe World Which —4 


lat 
as 
ri- 


ey 
as 


in- Wcd the unbelieving Jeu u 

er- ather make Unbelievers, if oY 
ch Frere more common; and if Men did 
1d ot believe the Word of Jeſus Cbrifh, 
ul neither would: 575 Balten be 00 
at | Yoſe from the. dead. 

i. Sox are ready to V _ihere js 
* Rin Need of Miracles, and fame Al 
1 


Nate to them, becauſe they 1 — "of 
eed to ſupport their ere | 


55 doth not ſtand in ee 
eh eſtabliſhed in ie dan 

b is tlie Pillar and Gronod of 
Ab, to ſupport it by a perpetual = 
Eyidence, And by ration mente. 
0 Generation, which law Miracles, 
"declared them to the next, 3 
thote Miracles cos fir med Faith, 
and their Works certified thoſe. | 
'Tacles, The Primitive Chriftians te- 

; died Their Faith, When — 9 
e ee Cc 


Aan 


lo that 


Pans happiness. 
M H al 
ſor it, and when the Church was ſets 
led in Peace, the fame Zeal conti 


alrho Miracles are ceaſed, yet Chriſt 
ill ſpeaketh theſe Things; his Word 
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no Need of extraordinary Gifts, when 
ordinary Means became {ſuf Client. 
Tuis is then the Reaſon why 


ted proper Means for the Exerciſe 9 
deavours, ah will not do, unneceſ;f 


| TEL 7 e eee ie 
ſary Things, extraordinary Gilts ate 


Grain of Muſtard Seed; but Gpen 
the Tree was grown up, the water- 


. 


——————————— EE TA IIIEN 


nued in Works of Piety; there Was 


Miracles ceaſed, they were not necel- 
ſary, but rather inconvenient, if com. 
moti to every Age. God bath appoig- 


Men, and nothing will be done with: 
out them; He expects reaſonable En- 


only fit for extraordinary Occaſionz. 
The watering of the Church Was 
een Lee tyvgts 7 

only neceſſary, when it was like a 


ing was no Jonger requilite. For 


endureth tor ever; and we ſtill fee 
him raiſing the Dead, caſting out 
Devils, giving Sight to thé Blind, 
Ears to th. e Deaf,Speech to the Dumb, 


* * 
: Ab __ 


" as a 


per ton, he doth now: every Hay 
jtually by the Church, and: . lte 
eacheth by his Word. gt. (Peter 
þ having mentiqned that alocious Nin 
Gon, which he law, With Crit in 


ore ure Mond of Propbect\wherer 
* ye do well that ye take 
2 * 8 4 Light! that ſhineth in 4 


dark Place, until the Day daun, 


od, 4 more exfe 
Ihr iſt, the 467 
Jegets,. The Evidence is); now- = 
cher ſtronger, becauſe all Men f 
not all the Miracles, but ſome > 


them all; and che Cale is quite dif- 
tereat from what it was. .The, World 
Was to he c ee trom ſtrang. Pre- 
judices, and o Cuſtoms, 


yet 
— Tar ines they may 


he: Mount, faith, e baue alſp; # 


and ſome another but now we ſes 


N 2 Peter, E 
OK Quod corporaliter tunc faciebat Chriſtus, il 
E Bo nano 12 Lune red acl 


Fee what; Chrif: did i in "4 


Here, 4, 5 2 


3 Keowleage of | 
125 ariſe, is hour F 


Were. to 
be abolißhed. The Frejudices, that 
ain, or the old renewed), dre 
vingedgt en n to Raa 


— 


an' happineſs, 
1551 is indeeck ſome Difficul 
mh _ by che Myſteries of the 


— — 4 *IK« . co <> 2 


it el ; But tht" cute! ner be a 
| voided "becauſe thele' &'Myfleries' were 
| to'b&ftvealed, 's chat erde Cauſe 0 


Salvatför mige be known; © "© 
Faith migut "be ©; a Virtue, Which 
| which ſhould be capable 'of Reward, 
The 8 of God'muſt be revealed, 
and Faith in him tlie Means ot Sal- 
vation. The Faith of tlteſe Mytte⸗ 
ries mut needs be Mifflcult, *ſeetnp i 
we cahndt comprehend them, and 
they muſt needs be incomptehenſi- 
ble, Becduſe we mult be taught 6 
God to'btlieve; fo difficult is this 
Taith, itt requires botli our own Stu. 
» and ſome Degree of Inſpiration, 
to help our Beliet bf tear Myite- 
ties. For we do not deny Inſpirati- 
o nor pretend to ſo much as ſome 
446% there is ſtill a Gift ol the Holy 
Spirit r ubich Chriſt Bat promi. 
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225 of Grace leads uno the 
9 n of Glory, and carries with 5 
alt Happieeis, a delightful p 
e Mind. Whereazto God v 
WU ie 40 by the Goſpel, to the g 
WO ebtaqining '£ the Glory, of our Lord ſl r 
ll 767000 riſt, and hath given 47 1 
ll wer ſling Conſelation 2 The 7 
| 


5 116 8 Profpet of cternal Glory, 
39 Comtort and Retreſhment of 

2 uls, which doubles out Plea- 
2 — and divides our Afflictions. 
Pain is leſs grievous unto us, ſo long 
A2 keep in View the Pleaſures 
Eternity. There is Comfort in 
1 1 oy: "On in "ab 
1 a 


p- , 


k em. ws. 1 | 


aſt Ach ange ge. 1 Hur Th hd At Y 
IiQion, Which is but for a oy EY 
V Vorketh in us a far more exceedin 
"Wand eternal Weight of Glory, while 
we look not at the Things abith 47 e - 
een, but at the Thins 7 "which ate 
not ſeen; for the Things which are 
ſeen ure temporal, but th? N 
which are not fees. are eternal. wa 
Cor. 4, 17, 19. N 
Tusk Pt a liſop phers of 4. 4 
a Kind of flappit tick, which 152 * . 2 
called Trang willity of Henan 3 
very Geftfel erein;becaule 097 Þ 
„dom they knew no 'Godbut 5 re 18 
, noranit of Trith, b a talfe Conceie 
* | of their. Knowledge. ry Thizy far In 3 
„Darkneis, * and Were in Bondage 
through fear, wider the Viiceredih- 
ty of 2 tuture State. It Was“ er 
Ignotance, , Which made then leſs 
miſerable. 119 1 the les " earned 
Jews were much eh 100 y, and - 
| 5 a Sort of Twilig i — 
Wh... 
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$2 Pan's Happiness. 
. the Law, which ſhewed a World tobe a 
come, and gave a Delightful Hope hn 
to good Men, that they || ſhould 
ſee the Goodneſs of God in the Landi H 
of the Living. But the Goſpel giverhſhuii 
tull Light, more comfortable to the call. 
Souls of Men, the Sun of Rigbteau(: 
 weſs bath. rilen with bealing in 
bis Wings. Mal 4. © 
Tus Son of God cures the Pains 
of Sin, giveth new Lite to Souls, + 
that were by Nature dead ja Sin. It 
Men are right y ſenſible of the Caſe of 
Mankind, they would think it a con- 
ſiderable Happinefs, to be delivered 

from the Evi of Sin, as Men heal- 
ed of bodily Pains, are more chear- 
ful than at other [Times ;. but this 
H ppineſs Is vaſtly increaſed by the 

Hope ot eternal Life. There is a 
_ wondertul Sa tis (act ion in the Know- 
ledge of the Son of God; becauſe, 
beltore Enemies to God and t Chil- 

ren of Wrath, condemned by infgaite 
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Seas Hopyinets, 3s 
Tolle are now his beloved - Children, | 
n Heirs of his eternal Kingdom, - 
[:1nes 2. 5 

HE N CE . the true Tram 
quiiity of Mipd, which the goſpel 
alleth Peace. It is Peace u ich the 
Almighty, and Peace in our own 
Minds, as being in Favour with 
Jod. This is that inward Satista- 
ns etion, which all rhe World cannot 
TW give; which g gives a pleaſant Reliſh 
It What we have, aud enables us to 
of bear the Lols of all. For he; that 
1- | hath the true Riches, which are the 
d Subſtance is better contented, when 
„Shadows fly away. T his is a Quiet- 
ness ot Soul, which every Cbriſtian 
s may attain, and every good Chriſti- 


with Strength of Mind, which ſup- 
ports him under all the Troubles of 


this Lite, until he een at eternal 
Hap ines. 


41s is has happy State of 
Mind, which out bleſſed Saviour 


7 bequeathed. "bd his Diſciples. 
5 Peace 


an finds HA himſelf accompanied 0 


* an's Happineſs. > irt 
= pelt“ T leave with you, ty Peac ends 
give unto you, not as the Worl re c 
giveth, give I unto you; let not youſ@ual 
— Heart be troubled, neither let it Mere 
afraid; as much as to fay, It yolry 

| Have Peace ou need no more; Thaſſknd 
comptehends all L have to give, and Pha 
the belt Thing you can enjoy, whileiru 
EA live in this World; thetetore '{# 
ear not what may 'befal' you. Forſſgor 

in me you have tide: Peace, || ohe Me 
| Paſſeth all Underfanding, and (hal "= 
keep your Hearts inthe Knowledge if 

and Love of God, which is better. 

than Life itſelf: This will ſecureſſ 

to you à perpetual Calm and Sete. 
"nity; in the midſt of all the Storms, 

that Earth and x can raiſe abobr 1 

vou. Ide Lord knoweth bow 70s 

1 125 e the godly out of Temptations, C 
ll | - 2Pet: 2. 9 t 
| ; 
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| THis Peace of Mind is efea- 
ed in us by the Gig Operati- 
on of the Hol who is aur 
Sh ally our Eon ortet. en is the Holy 


Spi- 
— — A — 


1 Jo. 1 2 1 Phil 2 


pirit of God, whom the Fathey | 


„e one with the Father, having &- 
al Power in Heaven and, part 1 
lere we can ne ver want any ne = 
Dat nd tho? we walk in the Valley ang 
11Shadow of Death, + yet to, be ſpir 
f chere be a Thouland . Cauſes of 
Borrow. yet {till there is Matter of 
Rejoycing, becauſe there is a greats 
er Power ſot us than again us, 
if we be fincere Chriſtians, . Ih 
Lord. of Hoſts is with 4s, the God © 
roof Jacob is our Refuge. Plal, 46. 


. Tes Holy, Spirit is able e 
I make us rejoice in thePangs of Death. 


Chriſtian Faith, ſuggeſted to us by 
the Holy Spirit, that good Men ne- 
ver want Matter of Joy and Glade 
nes. They can rejoice in the 
Lord aiways, who is the God of all 
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ac nds in Chriſt's Name; and they © 


$o great are , the Rewards, of the _ 


„%  Wan's Happineſs, 


Wl of Wiſcom and Knowledge. Col 


poſtle, + to you it is piven on the 


Hy * Flight ſcr moſt of Chriſtians, as 


Comfort. The Happineſs, acquie]Y: © 
ed by Chriſtian Wi{aom. is as greꝛ But 
2s poſſible to be, according to eveſfjſi®®* 
ry Man's patticufar State of Lite YT 
dur Hearts are comforted, being kni in cT 
togethet inlLove,and unto all Riche 
ok the full Aſſurance of Underſtan 
ding, to the Acknowledgment ol tha 
of the My ſtery ot God, and ot Chriſtii. 
in ꝛchom. are hid all the Treaſure AE 


„ n 
_- Ir is poſſihle for Chriſtians, 
to count it all Joy, when they fall 
jato divers Temptations fer the 

Trial of their Faith. They can leck 
upon Sufferings as Gifts, Honours 
and Privileges. For, faith the A. 


di 
C 


Bebalt of Chriſt. not only to be- 
licve in him, but alſo to ſuffer for 
his Sake. This is, I doubt, too high 


a 
a 
( 
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it is a Conttad ict ion tothe generali- 
ty of the World. Row few are tru- 

$4 : | | | | | l ly 
f Dll , . 
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* 
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Lee, « | 
rol. comet with a plentifol Eſtate? 
eꝛl But to rejoice in the hardeſt Circum- | 
vel ſtances is à higher Attainment, and 
iter we find many laffances of this 
nin Holy Scripture,” When the Apo- 
ex Hes had been examined and beaten 
an before the Councit they reoiced, , 
o hat they were accounted ' worthy 
it fuer for the Name of Jeſus. 
Bur ſome Men act the quite 
contrary; + who rejoice'in Iniquity, 
and rejoice not in the Truth. They, 
that proſper in the World, and ſhould . 
be the more thankfnl, vet the more 
deſpiſe Religion; and they ſeem tio 
enjoy an eaſy Mind, when it is only _ 
an unthinking Mind. No Man that. * 
admits of ſerious Thoughts can be 
eaſy in his Mind, without the Com- 
-forts;of Religion; and no outward 
Advantages can make a Man happy 
except he be at Peace within. + 
Men may count it 2 Pleaſure to riot 
in the Day Time, and ſport them» 
FFT nat NN. 
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58 Hans Happineſs. | 
ſelves with their own... Deceivings 
becauſe they conſider not that the 
do Evil: But hou ſoe vet Men ma 
pleaſe themſelves, Pe ace of Mind is 
the only real Pleaſure. If we live 
as having nothing, in this. we 
- poſſeſs all Things. 1 he Goſpel 0 
"Peace it the true Riches of the 
World. HOW. eis, ane 
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Religion and Human Lear ni ug e 


Pre nt 0H als 


#7 +5008 tow : GIS LIRA” 3% #3 FHLES 
II is to be remembred. That Lears 
ning ſeems to give the beſt Hap- 
pineſß in this Life, and indeed there 
is much Pleaſure in ſome Parts f 
Human Learning, yet vaſtly ſhort 
of true Religion. Learning in good 
Hands explains and deſends the 
Truth, and promotes Happineſs ia 
> M Conjuation with Religion; but it 
it exalts itſelt againſt Religion, it 
Is tainted: with the greateſt Pride, 
and will have the greateſt Fall. 
Knowledge puffeth up impraudent 
Men, and ſome ate ſpoiled by vain $0 


* 


— 4 


N 
82 


60 Gas Wie | 
4 - Human Learning declares "0 Reli. Jar! 
gion, and teaches one neceſſary part 
of It, that is, Homitiry zud Sub- 
miſſion to DivineRevehtion. - 
Humax Leaning teaches” üs 
hy its Imperſectioas; Learning is 
to be valued om; feveral Accounts, 
it ſweetens ani mollifies Mens Diſ- 
poſitions, and very tuch iniptoy- 
| eth Human Nature: It is dt exccl- 
lent Uſe in Human Atairs, and is 
©. ſerviceable Hand-maiddo Divink 
ty; fo long as it keeps within due 
Bounds, without aſpiring to be the 
Wliſtreſe Vet ſtill it is but Human, 
Ani as ſich, it muſt nee labobt 
ſ; -under Weakneſs ani Imperſection; 
dad ſo it is moſt uſeſul. It teach. 
eth by its Dificiencys to ſet a hiek- 
er Value upon Divine Knowledge, 
which we find 10 much fuper ior to 
itz aud it is indeed but meer Folly 
compared With ſpiritual dom. 
For the natural Man re cei veth not 
the Things of the Spirit. of God; 
but the true Chriſtian knoweth: all 
7K "ow Ins n Sal- 
*Y Va- 


to | 
Kn 
wb 
1a | 
m 
e 
en 
Le 
i 
Ct 
18 
C 
* 
t 

4 

. 

{ 

| 

: 


| Mang Happins | | 
1 5 He that 15 ſpiritua 44%. 
ch. Things: 1 Cor. E. 14% 15. 
SHALL therefore OY 

to ſhewethe Kxcelleney ot ivivine 
Know ledge ©, above Human Learning, 
whge. they arediltiachly,conliderus, * 
Oder 8 the Abute of Hu- 
wa e g, and the great Dan 
6510 Learning abuleds When it hh 
dene againſt Religion. For 
Lo ng bas been abyied, as it is 
at lis Day , and turned to vain Oer 
ceit, ſo that St. Peter's Prediction 
is luffi aiently verified; There ſhall 
come in theſe laſt Days Scoſters, 
Walking atter their own Eultsz and 
thole lead other Men into à Cen- 
tempt ot Religion ; 10 deceſſary e 
St. Paul's Oaution, Beware 1247 3 
bins Mam {poil you through Philo- 
Ph andvaein Deceit, after tbe Ar - 
ditions of Men, after tbe Rudt- - 

n he > eg * woo! Ow 
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6 aws begpiibest 


Human Learning conſiſts in 
the Knowledge of Words, Actions, 
or Things. 

TRE Knud wledge of word, is 
of it ſelf of no Uſe or Benefit at 
all It is only to come at the Know- 
ledge of Things, that we learn the 
S-nie of Words; it is the Way and 
Means, not the End that we eek 
atrer, yet this Way is ſo long, and 

8 thoſe Means fo difficult, that ofren- 
Times it coſts a Man a great part 
ot his Life and ſome employ it whoh 
ly in this Study; and all they have f. 
attained at laſt is, to call certain F 
Things by ſundry Names, without © 
being at all advanced towards know: : 
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ing their Natures. This is like a 
Man that ſhould ſpend all his Time 
in making Keys for certain Cabi- 
nets, and never unlock any of them: 
For Languages are nothing elſe but 
o many Keys to open the Treafures 
of Knowledge, that are lock'd up 
in hard Words; yet vain Man would 
be admited, upon the Account of 
_ this vocabulary Ray 2 
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Wang Happineſs. 63 
As to the Knowledge of Actions 
or Things done, b which is called 


Hiſtory, IL grant it. is uſeful in its 


Kind, as other Parts of Learning are. 
It is a pleaſant Study, and gives a 
Man ſome Underſtanding of the Bu- 
ſineſs and Tranſactions ofthe World: 
But in. many Hiſtories there is little 
certainty, and Human Infirmity in 


all. Many Hiſtorians are led by par- 


ticular 571, Prejudice or Iuteret, 


to relate Things partially, have ſome 


perlons to favour, ar ſome Party io 
blacken, or ſome Party to ſerve. Be- 
ſides go. Hiſtorian ean be an Eye or. 


Ear-Witneſs of every,,Fhing he is 
to relate, hut maſt rake much upon 


Truſt. This Conſideration abates 
the Pride of this Knowledge, and 
teaches a Man to humble himſelſ with 
the Senſe ot his Imperſections; ſince 


at the ſame Time that he finds his 
Miad furniſhed with; à Number of. _ 

Idas, drawn from Hiſtory; he muſt 
alio conſeſs himſelt unable to diſtin- 
Sul che uwe Oues fem bels tha 
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Mankind, or maſtered ſowe Piece 
of excellent Learning, alter much 
Pains and Study, yet/ this does not 
at not. profit him. He "ay 


it not of Men, | bus of Go Rom. 


8 - nin 


TEEAE is then only the Know. 
«hte e ot Things, that ſeems to aim 
at 8 isfving the Underſtanding. The 
Study of natural Cauſes, with the 
en ot the Works of 
God, directed to a proper Brid, i; 
both commendable, and of excellent 
Uſe; andI 'think a Man may be 
à little 'traniported, when he has 
made any Diſcovery. 'beneflcial to 


amount iO any ſolid and laſting Sa- 
tistaction. The moſt ingeftious Ar- 

-tiſt cannst deliver kimfelt from 
Death; and then the Praiſe of Men 


Tewry: his ſurvivin Fame, -Exee 
be a fincere Chriſtian,who/e 


Na g 


* 29. Sf 1871 
9 Tux a E ere many Wa 
| - which are more cufious than 

— and there is mueh Labour, 

which tend to lietle real tennis 

Suppoſe ſome carts * "ha h 
at 
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S s /Happinets; 85 Fa 75 
Buh tound our ſome new. Stars . 
hath, obſerved, That ſome of 


<< 4a SS 


10 dilap ar Tg, if he can ihe 
the Footſte eps of a Comet, of make 
an Ephemeris tor the Satellites ; | 
thete you'll ſay are pretty Things : 
But a Man that knows. nothing at 
all but Je ſus Chriſt, and him A 
cified, needs not en vy him his great 
Satisla ction, and is full out ashaps- 
py as he. Solomon that knew more 
than any Man living can pretend 
to, has computed the Value of all 
his Knowledge, and finds it amount 
to a mighty Sum, even Vanity and 

Vexation of Spirit: Eccl. 1. 14 
Bur ler us ſuppoſe tor once, 
Thar Philoſophical 8 eculations do 

bring ſome Sort of Pleaſure and Sa- 
tistaction to the Mind, vet it is ſo 
fleeting and tranſient, it's gone al- 
moſt betore a Man can ſay he hath _ 
it; becauſe it proceeds chiefly from 
the Acquiſition, not Trom: the Poſs 


a> 7 K lellio | o | 
: , 3 : : * 
1981 211 e 
1 F 9 4 , N *. - 
1 F 


1 5 EY 


| | . 1 1 


| We: to be 3 — 


Pan's wt. | 
of what he "eb for as 
17 1 1 0 poſſeſſed df it, we 
6 Hh 1053 lall to dome other 
* 21 rom , whence we 
our fel ves, further Satis- 
We 1 ine like all ihe reſt 


Lurch; ix being 

Sear b Alter Knowledge, 
g Oar Minds a Di verſion, 
1 5 iht m/w irh Hopes of ſome 
Sinary Good, which yagi es in ric 


10 1a che mos: Hue 
111 our Strength, and 
o Ende gur ;habobr,:id 
DINE Wk SF, 1th Pere e 6 

454. EE s #4 
on LD, 85 Fes An aten) 
Learhing, to 9 2 any iſo 
ealure 1t9:ehe- Mind, there is 


pee antage, namely, thr 
10 cautling, of qur Underifan- 


. weknow to tew -Thipgs 
parte par on oh thoſe that axe un- 


hewn to us, that we have more 
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en than to g 
fed ge accordi 
Conte ssten of a q 
B+ Thi; 't only tho that T8 

nothing. The cleareſt me &Y 1 
- 6ur' Impertektion, and the. 
Man 0 he” 1 more fat 
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68 wan? 8 | Happlnels. 
and the more we ſearch i into-them, 
we find the more delightful Enter- 


terrainment. i; For whatloever 

bing toe re written aforeti me, 
were dritten for our Learning, 
that by Patience and Comfort of 
the Scripture we: might have Hope; 
and. this Hope. will not be; dilap- 
eden He, that hath this Hape, 

$ never weary of Enquiry, but is 
more and more delighted, to be 
more aſſured of Salvation. He dab 
1 finds, Comtort in the Scriptures, 
w Hope ceaſcth in Enjoymens hie 
that Iaerealeth this Ryowle age the 
 reafeth Joy, a,jẽ in much of this 


2 {He that i is <p ally. aid 


Finds. 3 aſe exquiſite Pleaſure in the 
Knowledge of. a happy Eternity; 
and if f other Thiugs do not anfwer, 
this quicts his Mind. His Pleaſure 
 Increaſeth with his Study „and he 
Sen to — all his Lite, yet 

con- 
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N dom, there i as much Happineſs 
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_  MHon's/Hopptieſ® 69 
contented with what he can know, 
be cauſe that is ſufſicient to his main 
Deſign: hot the pious Mind pro- 
ceeds, and is glad to hear the Word 
of Truth. e holds a Commerce 
with Heaven, and receives Liebt 
ſrom thence. God hath provided, 
+ that all may learn; ahd all maß 
be comforted. A Man; otimean parts, 
it tober-/and- pious, is capable of this 
Learniag. Ie inward Han is res 
newed Day' by: Day, and Hrengthes 
ned in Underſtanding. He is then 
alway . delighied, heraute. e - 
grows in Grace, N in the Knows 
ecke of urs n ee Je- 
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d Divine Influence in the Minds of 1. 
* Men. SENECA faid, every good Man is a 
Temple. and that the Divmity dwells wirh- 
- in h1m,——Spirirvs. intus alit. So that. 
his is no new Thing; but what they ſpake 

| by "ConjeQture, our Saviour hath revealed 
plainly, together with his own Diviniry, 55. 
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enthlt 5 
Jus Chriſd, ahl 1 A toit h Foy 
and Pede in believing. tell he at. 
thin the Monate of the Fine fd of 
Chriſt. el. . eee 
Its Wildom of Religion Is 
the Pficsipal.7 bing, and the Holy 
FHeripture the beſt Teacher of tlidt 
| ate. : For'it is Wüldom from 
db beve. This is a Man's Oiet Hap! 
pinefs, hecauſe he knows he is do- 
iog his Dury; whieh evefy Man 
owes to his Maker, and tor whitlt 
| heiwas tent into the World. It is 
the moſf Manly Exereiſe, moſt 4 
greeahle toi his principal Party his _ 
tional Soul! It is the propet Ackn 
en of Man; and he; that exercifeth 
0 himt. If therein, takes his TY 
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1 2 Helivbts greatly” in God's 
th Con andments; an dihath more Lu- 
Aacr Banging 17 87 43 Teachers bee! 
„ caule the LA, of Guy is his Medi. 
8 tytipa, . # Hes that 52 his- Bre. 
cepte ix uiſer than the Ancients,” 
and ee hath the W 7 as Phe, 
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e enen * 
frininieighH that\ſhiweth wore , 
1. unto the e Day. "Prov, 
ie Jon mighty Satisf 
on and Comfortyin aH Ce | 
Duty. It is a Reward: in HandzAh 
an Earneſt of a ranweRevrard:Þ - 
Comtort doth natarally ©: 
up in a good Man, 4 Sent Pen 
have they that love % ee e 
ee. Mall offend them AAM 
Piety and Virtue: are not only 462. 
lightful tor. the Pcs ee e 
Peare and Contentment "bel Ha - 
them. Theſe are Plezfütes 
which we ſhall never be Weary 0 I 
neither cloy?d:with'trequent Reps 
tition, not ſated with long En) 
ment. There is no Plealure 101 
ing, nor yer {o delightful, as" ht 
which iprings irom a god — 
ſcience, and a Mind tat ßecl wich 
it's oπ¼n Actions. Whün Traußies 
aſſault: him, he ean hear them w 1 
Tatzen 3 1 4 eres W 
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7 20's Happinſs,” 

Reward. ' Ia the Maltitude of 
Thoughts, the Comtorts of God res 
. freſh the Soul. Plal. 94 * 
Tk kk is indeed tome Diff. kc 
culty, to attain to ſuch a happy State. x; 
The Temptations of the World, andi 7 
Man's own corrupt Inclinarions, f 
- maſt be reſiſted and overcome: But 8 
then they give him the Opparcuni- 
ty of the Iwo greatelt Pleatures, Iu- 
nocence and Victory. Ihe rig hte 
dus Man finds a delicious 5 

in improving his Viftue. and deſpi⸗ 
ing the Pleaſures of Sin. He is 
55 pleaſed with his Choice, that 
is agfecable to the Will of God, and 
he will, not ſhrink from it. * 
The Law of God 25:7 in his Heart, 
_and. bis Footſte b ſball u ot ſlide, 
Whatiocever Difficulucs. Religion is 
attended with, they are all tweet: 
ned and made Ealy,; by the Aſſur- 
rance of a great and eternal Reward, 
Mie have God's own Word for our 
1 Securit 5 and, as u ae pea 57 
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= 5 1g the Words of thy Mouth, 8 
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| New the Weld is more happy; * 

having receĩved the Promiſes, | if G 

Wl they will apply them to the Uſe of p 
geit Souls. God hath more high. 

w eraked his Word, and his Metcy © 

above all his other Artributes. I © 

Many Propbets and righteous” Men 6 

Hive! deſired to ſee thoſe Things 8 

machave hot ſen them, and to hear 

coſe Things which ye hear, andi! 

Wn: hive not heard them. All have Rad [ 

me Opportunity! to accept of God's} * 

Mercy and to rejoice in his Salva- ! 

tod. St. Paul celebrates the Faith 

of many pious! Men; yer, ſaith he, i 

they teceived not the Promiſe.” The ? 

Meſfias was to be à Bleſſing to all 

| Narions, doth before and Aer his 
coming; but his ccming was the 

Perſection of all Bleſſing, God ha- 

Ling! provided [ome better "Thing 

WW for , #bat they without us ſhould. 

| IR my - vere ern Heb. 41. 30. a 

| | | . Ke: 25 Es . f 

3 „ EN . Wu A2 L 


no Promiſes not Prophecies concern- 
ing Moſes, nor any GentilecTeacly . 


Faith, vor ee the Thin 
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8 w HAT ſhould be the Meading 
of all theſe Promiſes, which were. 
to be fulfilled: | wonderfully 3: that 
God's: Deſigus might. be conſiſtent 
with Man's Liberty? To What 
purpoſe were ſo miny Prophebies 
of the Offspring of David, if he was 
only a Teacher in this World? Tea, 
he was David's Lord, and had and. 


ther Nature, in Which reſpect hne 


was not the Son of David, but the 
real Son of God, whoſe Kingdom 
ſhall have no End. There were 


er ol Morality, ban abuntancer Af 
the Meſſar, which were wonderfully 


accompliſhed, ſo as not- to deſttoß 
Mens Liberty, bur to e 


ngage their 
Wills to ſeek their own Happiness. 
It is the Uahappineſs of Men, har 
they will not 2 the . ore 
that . 
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: 350 ny Sire Wotd of God: in the Hey ſi 
of our Reaſon, to ditect ij both tg 


the preſent and future Happ ineſa, 


. Gag the Works of Nature. We are 
W wirable Ness of Divine dec 


eee Agents, We ſtand 


we find the 
olten influen 


- Taturat"Liberry; and Therefore” he 


_ #d/ e race. Tobe 19 pox 


and male the Way pleaſant: to us, 
We make. new . Diſcovegies in the 
Works of Providence, yaſily ſurpat- 


agreeably ſ 


urprized, to ſee the ad- 


to bring about the Deſigns of God 
without infringing — Libetty 


10 


amazed zt 
the: boundleſs, - Extent of G 
Knowledge, without Putting; arty ſe» 
cret Force. upon Man's, Willy: yet 
perverſe Will of Mas 
— O directed or as 
faced by! an-inviſible Power. N 
hath prpared bio/Fhrone iis Heas 
een“ his Ningudom ral. aver 
"7 Plal. TOS): 19. „e 8 AN. 

Fox it is an eſftabliſtyd Rule 
Sh God, to permit Man tg uſe his 
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9 power Haman Nature: vs un 0 50 | 
Ranitfeſts himtell by the Witdony of 
an Providence, That he is kno n 
>» govern the World. He changes 
the Put poſes of Men, as he turned 

the Heart of Elan, When be came 
out im great Rage agamſt his Brother 
Jecab. He curbed the Pride of 
Rherdah, + That be might make 
bis Power ta be known. We find 


both divert and: inſtruct the Mind. 
They teach us to truſt in an invi- 
at Bible Power, and to rejoice in his 
mighty Protection. They lay the 
Fondation of Hoge, That Goch will 
increaſe his Favor, if we be his du- 
titul Subjects 3 and bat makes even 
hit Laus to be gur Delaght.. Pak 
1 1 ww Ts 
Bur then we fad qurſelves de- 
ficienr,and not able to keeg the Low 
ot the Divine Majeſty; What 
we do to be . Ke _ 


e 


beth Miracles and Providences, which 


| "Mo 78 . Scham s | vappinefs, 
x Light of: Nature, not all! Hama 
Learning could dif. Over, Viz." The 
Great. Saluation of. God. lt Is a. 
mazing to obſerve the Work of out 
Redemption; it would be beyond 
the Belief of Mankind; but that it 
is (o well proved in che Scriptures. th 
It is above our Reaſon to compte · I h 
hend, but when ir is revealed. it ig 
very agfeeadle tꝰ Reaſon, For Godin 
_ infinitely hates Sin, and his Laws Ft 
Jhould be ſtrictly obe ye I, T het belly 
is reconciled to jinners, by. the ſuffe- 
rings of an infinite Perſon, being e. 
WU cgualto the Offences done againit as 
 anfivite God. This is 4 Myſtery 
4all of Won fers, | which the Angel. 
dieſire to look into, to contemplate 
the Wiſdom of Go.1; wherein Man 
may always i impto ve his Knowledge, 
and increaſe bis Joy with hit . 

. en 2108 108 

Many W onders . che 
Law, which ate a delightful Sub- 
5 of Meditation.” * the Mi miſtra- 
e $108 
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2 mo ä 
Neon of Condemnation was glorious) 
how mut hi more Yorh the Miniſtvas 
tron of Riphteou(Heſs excted in Glo2 
yy ?. The L nr attended with 
Miracles and'P: ophecits wonderluly 
tulfiſted, which 'abungantly: confffffi 
the Au bor of the Holy: Scriptuſts; ; 
bur'the"gfedtelt Wonder was not viz 
fible-10the Eye. The Golpel wa 
hid in the 22 ; for althoꝰ the La 
itlelf ouly condemned Sin; yet 
had ne ver heen given ſof this Life | 
only; but that God intended by ſome 
Means, to preſerve the Lite of Man, 
altho* the Manner was not <p ee 5 
but repreſented in Types and FE : 
gures:* This was the Exerciſe e — 
good Men, and David prays for #d "LI 
vine Help, Open thou mine Eyes,that 
1 may behold the wondrous Thing ö 
out of thy Law. Plal. 119, 18. 
' Ir is wonderful to "obſerve, bew 
God's Deſigns were carried on with 
ſomeObicurity, and there was 'gcod | 
Reaſon ſor luch Maragement, vis. 
That Free Agent ſhould not be 
— trom . ina natural =. = 
2 got 
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nor ſhould be under. à Neceſſity 0 
believe. For if If rhe Evidence had 
been irreGflable, the Actions of Men 
bad not been free, and the Things 
dcdould not bape been —— 
the Jews would not have cruciked 
our Saviour, and then there had been 
no Sagtißce fot Sin. n was alſo a. 
reeable to, the Divine Wi idomgha 

| Fan 8 Mind tbould be exertiſed vp? 
on the moſt noble Subject ci Relig 
9 arid eternal Life; zt the fame 
ime providing. That nose ſhawld 
moe * of- e Know: 
5 who were careful te enquite 
_ Cod; who, * thole that 
Jove 2 5 e f thee ſeek bin 
N 975 eg en ell 

| arer Revelation, 

a larg; 0 Radu of of Grace fo help 
out . erfand: Abril is 
the End of the Low for Rifbece 
gelt to $4 every Believe gen. 
fut lu Hb or 
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God. Now the: Divine Mercy ac 
cepts'of Faith : igſtead. oſ perfect 
Righteouſneſs, if we ate 9 to 
oblerve the La. Now God ac 
cepts of leis than we are able, and 
Repentarice for many Failings: Bur 
. better we keep the Command- 
ments, we ſhall be more in Fabour 
with God, and receive more Benefit 
irom the Son of God. to advance us : 
higher in his Kingdom: For j 
rewardeth every Man according to.” b 
to hin Work; yet infinitely m 
he deſerves. * He: 4 
_ os the Son, bath. everlaſtin 

God bath gives unto-us — 
rel Life, and t 
his Son. 1 Jo. Dubieses 1 30 


WE can with great b 


tertain: dur Minds, upon the Mere 
of God in Chriſt, who makes 25 


his beloved Aetribute, and in 2 1 


Manner more than infinite. Fot his 


Juſtice is infinite, and his Mercy 5 | 
tranſcends his Juſtice M4 aun Wo 
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. n' Reppinets. 
A hi abundant Mercy, es her 

Pecs #T'-4: , adively. fine 
bu#beiReſurreblion- . Jetus Lehr ist 

fm the uad. I his is not like o- 

ther ircts. u hich.being; thorough: 
ly unde: ſtaod, ceate to divert the 
Mind and are laid aſide as empty 
Wl TLUhings: Ihe Fieuſuie ariſing trom” 
te Keewleage of the von of Gna, 
isigen and nobreland hath this Ad- 
= R aber ace | 
il” tporual Mater:of-Employ ment 
— — Eluman Rez. 
ſomnsand till ir incireaieth aur Ami- 
rar lt will enereiſe Man's 
N i Toeught: ta the FEad oſ the, Work | 
and for cver be our — | 
\| gt { 15918 ai dn ao W 
|| Goſpelihath:a .pecotiac Ex- 

18 edler, f. iveranicunds-rhe high 
ell; am Hex ent dhe loweſbd' * 
ll pad Thy:Kbowledge , f Chriſt 
1 0 | nr att _ 

i! 8 eſt rw zre. c2pable ofibeing affa 

8 <&with it. It is eaſyto vulgar Appre- 
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e 20s Happinets.. 12 54 Ve ; 
ble of at "Mercy, Fabe rere 11d 
was in Cott eme beet, 195 
the World "ibs Per bave te 
Goſpel pregebeFto them. t rhey 7 
can be made rieh in Faitb. The 
ſtrongeſt Uaderttanding cannot fol? 
ly conte ive it, yers it may de per- 0 
cerveit' hy © the weakeſt Mind: * 80 _ 
that all Cheuktans may de Hip 7 
in che Peace of Gd." The Peace of 
God, "with pa) 460 all Underttce- 
dine," thati keep 5% H carts "and 
1 rh 75 fut Chriſt our Large 
Phil. 4 J. e wh en 
Joch. HappineG f is the Peace cf 
God, R wilkiiways be the One "tof 
Ad miration 4nd cam neber he e 
admired ; Hor i9/ir Known, t 5 
but him chat Rath it, 25 10 hi 1 it 
is known by Degrees: 4 1 KK Nat. he 
ſtill perceives ſome: hing 15 temiin, 
Which rannot he tull 9 e 


ſtill is the S0 nf. Meaitation. % 
5 Got Wee. niddeh — 1 5 
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1 : 4 541 * ure, * 1150 
i 


| 14 
1 1 N 
\ 1 i 
od 1 w- 9 9 - 
N 1 44 5 
in Compariſon ot it, Hu 
[ 13 4 1 1 * * 
4 * 1 1 k a 1 7 
8 =, . g wy Wt 2 k 
. = . 
an ] | . * 0 
„„ 4 5 * . + * 
, j 6 $ . * 


* 


f 84 Sans Happineſs, 1.1 
and the white Stone, which .Chriſ 
gives to him that overcometh. I 


* 1 


found, this ond, he more excellent, 
It is. the ſubRantial Philolophy, and 
the moſt pertect _ Knowledges. tho! 


wie cannot know it all in this Lite. 


But it will dill jacreaſe, and improye 


our Happineſs, till it is compleated 
in Heaven. Me know tbe Love ef 
| WHICH pa ge. 10 
that we may be 47 with all he 
Falze /t of God. Eph. 3, 19. 
. Tr vs, weſeehow-Divine Nn 
| ledge infinitely. ſurpaſſeth Human 

Learning, and the Imperfect ion ot 
Human Learning teaches more ta 
admire Divine ene. There 
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gent Search with true Pleaſare,apd 


— 


; may exerciſe the molt ſearned; and 
there ore plain Matters for ibe An- 
learned, which afford them abund- 
ance of Comfort. The Word of God 
is ſitly compar d to the Light; and in 
wankLegfpn- 
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ing is Daärkaeſs. Light is benaz 


would teturmato the cid Chaocʒ and 
as it is experienced in xhe Gentiles, 
without the Light ot. God's. Word, 


the Souls jof Men would Wander in 


the dark. There is the Teſtimony of 
two Kings, that were famous for, .. 
Widom and Canduct. The one 
lays, The Commandment is a Lam 
and the other, Thy Word is @ Laght © 
unto my Hab. Front 6. 23>. Plat; 15 
VA 105. 73 Thy 5 

HEXE is 8 great Pleaſure: i in 
rea ing. the Holy Scriptures, where- 
in we are nſfiſted by good Interpre- 
tations, and this is the beſt Uſe of 
Human Learning. Every Man 
ſhould employ. his Miad, ànd im- 
prove his Knowledge, as far as his 


Condition of Lite will allow, and 


there, he will find his beſt Recreatij- 
ee clays! r new! | 


iſcoyeries, 
pet, and are be 10 to ct ear up ſome 
Doubrs 


which gave us OE Unea- 
("We re 


web 4 ah 8 
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8 Fa aner 
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fical:1 which Before be 5500 not 
| umlerſtendd. In the mean Time, we 
Ih5afd not ſtrain ahbe onrCa pacity, 
nor make ton 1 into 


on; but lien the Ott proves 101 
Hard for us, we ſhould advance ovr 
Faith by Humiiity, and conclule 
iN our Staly' with Amazenient. The 
eber of Chin are unle archoble 
180 ok. 3. B. 

900 von then deſire tn he hat 95. 
Hippy is the Man that findethf Wil: 


you'tow "to find ig Would 
have Riches jöin' with Piealuie 2 
See here it is,” +© The Judgments 
ot the Lord are more to be deſired 
than Gold, tweeter alſo chan Honey 
and the Hohey-comd. Would yon 
have your Eyes enligtened Wit 


| | Knowledge, | and: our c Hearts fle 


dis He 0 be 
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N the Soul. ld Yo hive 
he moſt excellent he og: ? The 


le) deriptures are able $0. make you 
= "IC; unto. Salvation, through Faith 
Dat 5s in Crit Tejas. 2 Tim: 
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l, 2737 and inf "dig gef 
tbem; 1200 by. Fatienge aua Canem 
of thy Holy Mord, we may: emby ace 
Aud ever. 100 feſt, the bleed Hope 
of: everlaſting: Life, which thou hal 
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The Nature of that Wiſdom whzeh | 0 
produceih Happineſ. So | | 


1 Have ſhewed what Sort of 

1 Happineſs is attained by Wiſ⸗ 

dom, tor the Uſe of this pretent 
Lite; ir conſiſts in a happy State 
of Soul, ot a true Tranguillity of . 
Mind, grounded upon the Faith of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and the Practice of 
Religious Duties. It is a Peace 
within a Man's own Breaſt, upon | 
a comfortable Seve of being ip => iN 


bat } + 


as , 


98 Man's Happinels, _ 
',  "Favont of God, together with Pea 
and Foy in the Hely Ghoſt. Thifer 
is Wiſdom and Happinefs in Confſhyir 
junction, fuch Witdom as the world 
ly Wife and learned Sages could ne 
Ver teach, and fuch Happineſs a 
the World could neither give nofſic 
take away. If any Man i other 
wiſe minded, and think that bhi 
knoweth any Thi ig,; be k nowet! of 
nothing as he ought: to know. Mf 
Cor 8 2. ; ; =_ 
Bur ſome Men have little or ne 
Apprehenſion of this Happineſs, be 
cauſe they do not employ thei 
Minds about it, and ſeem to have 
⁊ ſound Mind, when it is only at 
1 * | inconſiderate Mind. They ma 
ll delude themſel ves, + ſaying, Peace 
_ '. Pzace, when there is ho Peace; be- 
ee cauſe they conſider not their Way 
But noMan, that hath juſt Thoughts 


0 l ; 
ire, 
4 Ihr 


1 2 nn be ealy in himfelt, without the 
my  - Comforts of Religion; bot are ul 
external Goods ſuſficietit to make 


- 


Man's Happineſs, 5 or 8 
Men happy, if they are not at Peace 
ithin. Howe ver Men may be 


leaſed with a falſe Peace, the trus 
ne is a real Pleaſure. In the low. 


dickneſs, in acute Pains, there is a 
ar greater Happineſs with Peace ob 
Wind, than Riches, Honour, Health, 
or the moſt refined Pleaſures, ot all, 
1 them put together, can adminis . 
ſter without itz and this is the pro- 
per Effect of Wiſdom. „ 
Lcome now to ſhew more parti- | 
vlarly, the Nature gf that Wil: 


Wt is not che Wiſdom of gatherio 
Money, and accumulatiagg Wealth, - . * 
nor the Wiidom of State, nor 17 — 
Art of Government; not the Wi 

dom ot Addreſs and cunning Infi: 
Iaduacion; in a Word, not the Wiidom 


as the Apoſtle peaks; but it is the 
Wiſdom ot beiag ſincerely pious and 


Falating to the * ot ns. 
ON f 2 aol. 


ſt Circumſtantes, i in Difthonour, i 1 


dom, which produceth Happinetß, 5 | 


ot this World, that comes to nought, 


religious. It is a ſpiritual Wiſdom . 
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Not an eaſy Attainment, nor will be 


by adiligent Search, and our own 
Endeavour is the Condition of re- 
cCebiving Divine Aſſiſtance. It thou 


＋ and he that gets this Wiſdom vet 
loveth his on Soul. It is the WiC. Bic 
dom of God in Chriſt Jeſus, who is I de 
made unto us both Wiſdom and fin 
Righteouſneſs, Sanctification and I 77: 
Redemption. It is Ni ſdam from a- bi 
bove, which is pure and peaceable, V 
Full of Mercy and good Fruits,oith- 5. 
out partiality aud without Hypo- 
„„ James'2, 17: ION 
THis Wiſdom is acquired by 
our Study, aſſiſted by out inward 
Inſtruction from God, and altho 
there is a Divine Aſſiſtance, yet it is 


attained by careleſs Men, — Wil. 
dom is not found by Chance, but 


# incline thine Ear to Wiſdom, and iff 
apply thy Heart to Underſtanding; ill 
if thou crieſt after Koowledge, and 
litteſt up thy Voice for Underftan- i 


ding; it thou ſeeke/? her as Sil- 


n * th — 


— 
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Man's Happineſs, 93 
ver, and ſearcheſt for her, 28 ſor 
hid Treaſures; t lien ſhalt thou un- 
derſtand the Fear of the Lord, and 
find the Knowledge of God. For 
the Lord giveth 4 ifdom ; out of 
his Month cometh Ko wledge and 
Underſtanding. Prov. 2. 25 3. 4 
5,6. 

Taz Goſpel faith, 1 If2ny Man 5 
lack Wiſdom, let him ask of God. IS 
who giveth to all Men liberally,and. 
vpbraideth not, and it ſhall be gi- 
ven him. Sree ſeems, Wildom 
may be had for asking; bat then, 
as the Apoſtle adds, He muſt ask 
in Faith, nothing wavering; he 
miſt be conſtant in ſuch Qualifi- 
cations, as accompany Faith. Our 
own Endeavours mutt be uſed to 
to obtain what we deſire. It is the 
Condition of the new Covenant, 
it is the Law of the Ge(pel, || That 
we labour firlt for the Meat that 
n · ?cribeth not, as we do for- that 
il which bebe. He that _— — 
T, | AT _ 
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bis extraordinary Gifts longer, than 
== the Church had need of them; but 
_ having given all neceſſary 
ſiſtance, as the weak State of the 


Church required, he then left Men 


; * e Happineſs, 
ol God, muſt be qualified for ask. 


EE Eternal Life is the Gift of God,and 


the Goſpcl. A Il the Gitrs of God have 
this Condition annexed to them, 


15. 58. 


vant, to do for us, what we are 
able to do for our ſelves. He will 
net inſtruct us by his 1 where 
coiur own Reaſon is fu 
rreaſonably expects a Duty from us, 
as we have Ability to ſerve him: 


Powers, and improve themſel ves by 
| Muman. Learning. Yet e 


at 


ing, and act as a reaſonable Man. 


it is purchaſed for ps by Jeſas 
Chriſt, yet it is not aſſured to ahy 
Pericn, but under certain Qualifi- 
cations, which are preſcribed in 


we mull labour i iu the Lorg. 1 Cor. 


Fo R God wil not be ohr Ser- 


cient. He 


Therefore he would not continue 


Al 


at Liberty to uſe their natural 


_ Gitts 


TT done .: 200.9? 


| Man's Happineſs. 1 95 | 
Gifts flill continue; and they are no 


leſs Gifts, and not leſs to be valued, 


altho' we have ſome Work to do. 


TheFruits ofthe Earth areGod*sGitts 


yet we muſt labour for them, and 
theſe only ſupport a mean Body for 
a few Years; but ſpiritual G its nou- 
rith the Soul unto eternal Life; 
therefore infinitely more valuable 


than our Work; + and without 


Chriſt we can do nothing. For | 


our Sufficiency is of God. 


Wr are but unprofitable Ser- 


vants; all our Services are not ſo 
much as a Pepper Corn, in Com- 


pariſon of the Eſtate, which God is 


pleaſed to beſtow upon us; yet be 


accepts theſe Acknowledgments ; 


and ſurely it is our greateſt Wiſs * | 


dom, to preſent them in the beſt 
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Thing it's juſt Value, to have great 


proper Ones of ourſelves ; and to 
be always upon our Guard, that 
we may not be led by ſalſe Appea- 
rances, nor impoſed upon by erro- 
_ neous Opinions; if we ac like 
reaſonable Men, and + rightly va- 
lue Things moſt excellent, we-ſhall 


Which will make us happy, boil 
here and hereafter. . 15 


and ſhall now ſhew more particu 
_ hrly, in what ſeveral Acts it diſco 
vers it ſelf, o 
Principal, viz. 


| _ -2dly, Moderation. 


* " * Ly id + * 
= \ 


fulneſs. It is the neceſſary Prepa- 
ration of Wiſdom, to form a right 
Judgment of Things, to give every 


and noble Thoughts of God, and 


by God's Help find that Wiſdom, 


Bur I am to ſpeak of Wiſdom 
28 it brings a preſent Happineſs 


. 


f which theſe ate the 
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3dly, Government of ide 2 


fon. 

Athly, Contentment. © 

'5thly, In making our Calling and 
Election ſure. 

6thly, Ia ſecuring 4 good con- 
N | 


fir, A Wiſe Man — oe 
Deſign or Enterprize in View, wil 
conſider well what he aims at, and 
how. to accompliſh it. * For what 
Man intending to build a- Towef, 
ſitteth not down firſt, and count 
eth the Coſt, whether he hath fuſs 


ficient to finiſh it. In like manner, 


he, that propoſeth Happineſs to 
himſelf, will conſider what Degree 
of Happineſs is to be expected and 

and how it may be be 


this Life; he will but impoſe up- 
on himſelf; ſo * herein _ | 


be found neither pineis n 
erde that — 


> Op 
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attained. Yue 
If he aims at perfect Happineſs in 


a 
_ ny | 
2 | 
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Matr's BxpaBations are, If he fac 
ceed net, the greater is his Un- 
happineſs and Diſappointment, 4 
Wiſe Man therefore bewates of 
making a talſe Step at fir, leſt al 
the reſt prove 3 and he 
be found confriving Milchief to 
himſelt, inflead of Happineſs, and 
e upon himtelf the Com. 
liter ies of Mankind. 
""CONSI PE RATTO V then iich 
n Main part of Wiſdom; it puts u 
in Mind, that Heaven is not to bel 
Aare upon Earth ; and that wt 
mult be content with tuch a Mea 
ure and Degree of Happinets here, 
2 18 5 1 — with a State of Prob: 
Morality. We are tangh 
to to wk jor r Aflictioas in this Lite 
end that fuch Trials are neceſſary 
r the confirming our Faith, for the 
Egerrile of of Gypce, tor ” purity ing 
Hur Ma vm Oe that Patience may 
Rave its per Work, in order tc 
tags ti tuture.Reward; I ſay, fine 
| tk criptùre abundantiy teaches al 
| this, for 140 at the lune Time to ex 
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can do againſt us, cannot break 
ont Peace nor ſhake our Felicity. 
TIT was the Want of this Know. 

tedge; that made the great Philo- 
ſophers of old ſo uncertain about 
their ſamm um bonum, or Chief Good. 
For altho? they taught many notable 
Leſſons about it, yet they knew not 
where to place it, for want of: 
ſure Foundation; nor could they 


enforce it with that aſſured Hope of 


immortal Life, which Chriſtianity 
affords» + This only hath brought 
Life and Immortality to Light.Now 
W:i/dom ſuggeſting this Conſidera- 
tion, doth ſtrengthen and fortif/ 
Reſolution ; ſo that, as a Rock bids 
Defiance to raging T_— out 

| Mes = "Hap: 
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I Varro computed near 300 Opinions con- 
cerning the SUMMUM BONUM. Mar- 
cus Varro in libro de Philoſophia tam mul. 
tam dogmatum varietatem diligenter & ſub- 
tiliter ſcrutatus advertit, &c. Aug. de Cay, 
1. 19. c. 1. 18 n 


this Security, all that the World 


Pan's Happineſs. 10x 
rid Happineſs remains impregnable in 
eak the midſt of Adverſity. I herefore, 
y. faith the Apoſtle, I tate Pleaſure 
W. in Diftreſſes for Chris ſake. 2 
ilo- Cor. 12. 10. | £471 
t il Secondly, In Order to our Hap- 
od. pineis, Wiſdom teacheth ODE. 
ble RATIO V, by which I underſtand 
noi a prudent and temperate Uſe of 
i temporal Bleſſings, which Provi- 
ey dence has put into our Hands, ſuch 
of as,, Meat, Drink, Apparel, and o- 
ity ther Accommodatious of Lite. And 
ght 


liciiy, to have kept a Conſcience 
void of Offence towards God and 
Man, in thoſe very Things. But he, 
that is conſcious to h:miclt of wild 
Extravagance and hainous Guilt. 
knows no ſuch Thing as Happiaele, 
When Luſt bath conceived, it bring- 
eth forth Sin: And Sia when it 


ol. Jam. I. 15. b 

ub Fo R firſt, Exceſs and riotous 

Living, with idle Expence of Time, 

cannot be innocent, but is certainly 
| - 8 olt -1- 


n 
* 


it is no ſmall part of temporal Fe- 4 


is finiſhed, bringeth forth Death. 


102 an's Happineſs... 
offenſive to God, as it is a great Dil- 
order in his Work, and a viſe Abule 
of his Creatures. The Abuſe of 
Rraſon is a Defilement of God's I. R 
mage, and reproacheth it's Maker, + 
Secondly, Beſides the Sinfulneſßs of 
Prodigality, it waſteth many a fair 
Eſtate, and not only tends to Pover. 
ty, but is the Occaſion of fraudu- 
lent Dealing. It robs both orher 
Men, and a Man's own Family, fo 
that be may be worſe than as Inv 
figel. 1 Tim. 5. 8. Thirdly, Intem. 
perance is a ſort of Self-Murder, 
and ſends a Man untimely to the 
Grave, whole Days might haye been 

prolonged by Mogeratzoz, in Con- 
junction with honouring hisParents. 
Bur it is. this Part of Wiſdom, that 
Hhath length of 1 in her Right 
Hand. rov. | 

Brit 33 of Nature hould 
hold out long agzin? the Afſaults of 
Intemperance, when a Man is con- 
ſcious to:himlelf ot being a Sort of 
Cannibal. that has devoured Orphaas, 
| an allowed OR. e 
fat 
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ll 


that might have kept up a flouri- 
ſning Family tor many Geserati- 
ons; and might beſides have been a 
Reliet (in charitæble Hands) to 
the Poor and Needy, How can ſuch 
an One find any Peace or Happi- 
neſs? Therefore let vs take the 
Apoſtles Rule, Let your Modera: 
tion be known to all Men. Phil. 


\ 24% 0 ape ee "3 
Bur this Rule is broken on 
both Hands, for the Meaning is not, 


wer Cloaths jufs of the ſamo Staff 
but, That every Man ny 2 


live profuſely above bis bortane, 
nor too nitardly below it: For 
he, that hath a plemiful Eſtate, aad 
catinot afford himfels Convenica- 
cies proportionable, offends againſt 
Maderation,aswell as he that wears 
Gold, and Is not able to pay for it. 

BU thirdly; A thizd Thing, 
which Wiſdom teacheth, in Order 
to our Happineſs, is, The Govern: 


That all Men ſhowld fare alike, and | 


Decency; and keep up a Decorum 
ſuitable to his Quality, neither #0 | 


ment 


3) > contends fr Fregede 
| Hence comet E 


U 
1 
f | [ 
. i 
o 1 
1 
| ir 
5 
4 \ 
4 
7 
/ | 
5 | 
" : * 


18 eee eee 
n HHO ind 
Me tor Mute liverhank 
2 * tobrabhy lat Rats, vet 
bd {iþbrOecafion; gives Rein 
deten ad er bein hey deem 
Wenge That ang Boe heath be id 
AovewithStrite ur Hõο,ertion: Or, 
har any ſhould rw and: tormiert 
tlie mſelves ant others hen very 
little _ them, beſitles —_— own 
+, pervet/ei Hamours and ant 3 Þ af 
-2þ02s; yet uch chened N 

of ſuch an awkward per, Raa 
if they can but lebe — 
+ 81 — themſdnes 


Jl :tS$6 Fa repigesi at 
* NeiphbourbVelfare-ia! Aid 
nee; anil think 
amhimtelt : nots relied: erg 
e>iRat/ 
wing eu#lqwrm ings A vitkaliteccar: 
oi GH ha pmtand ta bbafirontad 
| = any 1 — is — 

_ 20 
om 


- + 
: 
% 


? ju 1 7 * 7 
| 4 Tim. 6. 4. 2 % 5 * 


dom quilifies all thoſe Hes and 
Tumults, and makes the Mind ſe- : 
date and calm. For what worſe i is 
any Man for being envied, deſpi- 
ſed or affronted? The beſt of Men | 
have been fo uſed, and they are fill 
the- better for bearing Injuries with 
Patience, and paſſing by Aﬀeonts 
with Diſcretion; but by revenging 
3 they uſurp a Divine 
5 oo 3 For Vengeance it "mine, 1 
repay, ſaith the. Lords Rom. | 
12, 19. 5 
Ax GER indepd may: be jult, | 
and may conſiſt with Happineſs - 
too, ſo i it be with Moderation. Fee 
it is neceſſary. that Men ſhould ds 
diſpleaſed with what is done ami, 
and ſhew a proper — 2 
Offendets may be aſhamed, , 
made ſenſihle of their Error but 
this ſhould be done without Aitier* = 
neſs, and as much 28 poſſible ian 
the Spiric — +. Dee 
1 ark; The Paſſions - 
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every Man's Condition in the 
World. It is not peculiar to ric 
Men, but ph every * 1 At 
ctain; it is the poor Man's Hap 
Pines, and the rich Man's Felicit) 

it confiſts in Peace of Mind, tlu 

is procured by religious id 


3 lan a 1 with the Fu 
__ xuſ 


9 
Ng 


2 


Wenn wapptnets 16 
ute State, ſo that to make our ſelves 
appy here, is the way to be vaſtly 
nore happy in the World to come. 
bes the Man that findetb 


a 
a * 117 HW} Ins S LT, >. 4 ＋ 2 
A e 5 . = Al a YL); 
1 would Lay ſomething of the 


ure State; but expect not a Des 
cription of Heavenly Glory; that 
sto0 great a Task for the moſt lear- 
ed, and beyond the reach of the 
neſt Eloquence. For it is yet with- 
n the Veil, and it doth not now 
ppear what we ſhall be: It would 
de a bold attempt to deſcribeHeaven, 
hen che Scripture it ſelf, the Reve. 
ation from Heaven, repreſents it only 
dy negatives, becauſe it is too graft 
or Human Capacity; and fo tar be. 
euond the Tongues of Men and 
ngels, that no Language caniex- 
gels it, nor any Mind conceive it: 
ier Eye Rath got ſeen, nor Bar 
eard' zeicher have entred into ib 
Bears of Man the Things, which 
0d bath prepared for them ab 
ove bim. i Cot. 2. 9. 


#e; 


Wr 


* * 
919 . „ 
"2 "4 —— I. i” a. 
4 . 
" 4 2 = * 


”" 162 "man's Happineſs, 


ByT the Scripture hath diſco. 
Mp fo muck in general concern: 
ing a Future State, as is largel: {ub 
feten nt to perfwade Men to Jook at 

ay 10 this is the good Beſig 
of Pr widence to aſſiſt us with 
ſo tvioe Jaftructions. bec aus 
we, are to Je a Eb rial in on: 


I WEL 


w as NS Edin, as 'maj 
be'a fufficient Fn of he Hop 
that is in us, qui 
dur Endeavour to ber it, 10 
Evidence is a8 clear as the Thing 
will 128 till we pir off 5 ma 
ae 0 80 fn 8.80 
ceing the Kingdom 

he pI 3 F 
an not by by Sight. 2 7 Cor 5 7. 


TS. 


inde Dury'of Faith is N85 


anne, with Thy ry the 
5 ingdom © of is ver 
my je he K "There. is .a Truft | 
” the * of God, that he wil 


pre 


yo * * . 
43. Gy * *'\ 


1 dh abs. 163 


reſerve good : Mio. hüt ſeéidg all 
are Sinners, and not Ps cf 
Heavenly Gtors; there is a Fry! 
u the Merit of the Son 5 tft 
hat we ſhall be made fit for the 
| leavenly Kingdom; and there 15 

2 Truſt ia the Holy 'Gholt, tllat lie 
ill help us to believe. Bor there 
Ws an AVeafiba in ſinful Nature to 
elieve Divine Truths; therefote, 
zich is a Gift; | it is given 9 
0 to knoW the Myſteries of tlis * 
ngd6m of Heaven; and nb Mih 
in By with a right Faith, 1 
clus 1c the Lord, but by the H ty 
hoſt, 1 Cor: 137 | 
CurnsT being e don od, 
nd one with the Father id Aure, 
hive need of great affiſtà ce th 
elfe e it 3 we coul dot potfivly 
ttain ol our fel ves; Fer Tach't the 
Natuce'of Falch, ve mot endes. 


eur for it ; it is patily our owh | 
13 cquiftiSn, aud we learn ft by the 
1 of the Holy n rot 
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164 Man's Happinels, 
Faith cometh by hearinz, and he: 


ring by the Word preached. The 
Gift is conveyed to us in the Uſe 


of means, with exercifing ou il - 
thoughts upon it, There is a Mix. 7, 
ture of Grace with Man's Endea Wl 
yours, and the Miniſters of Chrit Male 
areWorkers together with him,that ch, 
ye receive not the Grace of God n pe 
vain; 2. Cor. 6, 1. rio 
HERE Grace fgnifies the Doc. Nee 
trine of the Goſpel , for the Wori rec 
is uſed for any Gift or Favour be Nis 
ſtowed upon Men; - but there is for 
ſpecial gift in the Heart, Which are 
teacheth effectually to receive thafſth; 
Doctrine. Our ſufficiency i Ora 
God. By this Means we learn pe. 
believe thoſe My tteries, which atv 
above our Underſtanding, yet muller 
be believed upon God's Word 
Faith is then acceptable, when it av 
Nedfaft againſt ſome difficultie his 
+ and is the Evidence of things nao 
ſeen. N Trurh! is made fo e viden h. 
| 17 | 

* : 4) Bs '0 
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as may incline a wiſe Man to be- 
ieve it, and yet ſo remote. as may 
ſhew our dependence upon God, 


Wu and make vs pray, Lord help my 
It belief. Mark. 9. 29. 18 

1 Bur what will become of thoſe 
ij en, who haye not the Word prea- 


hed to them, yet are ſuppoſed to 
de good Moral Men? -T his is a cu- 
rious Matter, which we ate not con- 
cernꝰd to know, and mutt be refers 
ed to God's good Pleaiure. But this 
is certain, no Man is good enough 
for Heaven; and it any moral Men 
are ſaved, as we hope, it mult be 
through the Son of God. In his 
Father's Houſe are many Manſions, 
perhaps ſome for thoſe Uabeltevers, 
who had not the Means of Faith, 
or were leſs to blame tor want of it. 
ornelius the Gentile could not bg 
laved by his works, but they Were 
his recommendation to Divine Fa- 
our, and he is led by a Miracle o 
he ſaving Faith. Act. 10, 3. 
Mex might hope for ſame Fa- 
our from the Divine Goodneſs 

= Wn e Bhs pe Ae: aud 


x86 Mun'd Yopptnels. 
arid the fidft Step of Biith leads wi 
à higher; but weflnd no other way 
but by the Son 'of God. + There 
is no 55 Name under Heaven 
given among Men, whereby we 
mutt be faved. Every Degree of 
this Faith advanceth the Soul ii 
Heaven. But every Man's caſe vil 
be conſidered, and ao Man will be 
thought to have had hard meaſure 
There are divers Degrees of Hap- 
pineſs, according to Mens Qualif, 
cations, } as one Star differeth from 
another Star ia glory. But they 
will ſurely be in l worle bcaſe than 
a Geatiles, who deſpiſt the Go · 
| Advanta ges, and the tenſearch "iy 
able Riches of Chriſt, Ephel. 3.8. 
Tauszeroks let us fully de 
lacreate of Faith, and thereby en 
age our Minds in all Duty, n 
For without Faith it ir impuſfeble 
to pleaſe God. Let us then war 
fue 'the * of "OT Toon 
I 
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by confidering the Future State, 


and comparing it with Things that 
are ſeen, 'that 'we may periwade 
zurſelves more earneſtly to ſeek: af- 
er the Things that are not feen, 
hut vaſtly more worthy of our Pains, 
lor it is our great Concern, to give 
very thing it's juſt Value, and to 
nake our choĩſe in Righteouſneſfſs; 
hat we may not unjuſtly prefer this 
World. 2 * the Heavenly King- 
dom, Put mpy ſet our affections on 
hings above, not on things on the 


/ 
Now when God caufeth his 
Sun that moſt glorious Creature, to 
mine üpan the unjuſt, hom much 
greater glory remains to the righ- 
ous, and the believers in Jeſus 
rift! It thoſe that hate him enjo 
bizBounty, how much better things 
hath he prepared for them that love 
aim? Wharlocver we can imagine 
n this World muſt needs be valtly 
hort of heavenly glory, as Heaven 
higher 1 h. The firſt 
Raft ue | God" e the 


168 Maäan'g Happineſs, 
Clouds his Chariot, is farther he 
neath the ſecond in glory then i 
is in height; yet the ſecond is not 
ſo tar above the firſt, as it is beloy 
the third Heaven, where: St. Pay] 
was canght, and heard unſfeakabl 

| Mor ds. 2 Cor. 12, 4. ; 
B u r We may conſider with ad 
miration, when the Sun and Moan 
and innumerable Lights, take up 
an immenſefpace and are only out. 
ward Ornaments of Heaven, hoy 
glorious is the Court within, and 
the preſence of Infinite Majeſty 
At the very Entrance of Heaven 
the happy Soul will be furpriz' 
and amazed at its own Happinels 
and will have cauſe to ſay among 
the S1ints, not halt of the leaſt pan 
of the lowelt degree hath been toli 
him. Revelation it ſelt could no 
expreſs it, nor repreſent it to ou 
weak underſtanding. But then, the 
Soul hath all its Faculties enlarged 
to receive the Heavenly Felicity 
Then we hall uot onh fee God, bu 
we ſball be like bim, and ſhall know 
. e be 


"Has yippiets: | ". 
even u. alſo we are knows. I Cor. 
13 12. 15 "4 e 
2 uE Soul will be exalted 10 A 
the utmoſt Perſection, in propors _ 
tion to its Holineſs, For there will 
be different Capacities, according 
o the diffetent Degrees of Glory 
beſtowed on the Veſſels of Mercy : 
ſome bold more then others, but 
they ſhall all be filled, and every 
Soul accord ing ro its enlarp ed Ca. 
pacity, ſhall be delighted Be ever! 
e fal have nothing mote to wiſſi 
or, not fear of falling any more; 
but havin ſtood a Tryal here, we 
wall be fecure in the H eaventy 
j rar, This Life is a wand- 
ing Progreſs of Defire ; but Hea- 
en is a fare Setlement, and quen- 
hes all our wiſhes in a Sea of Eu- 
oy ment! Bleſſed are they that Hun-. 
er red for they Shall be filled: 
u. 6, 21 = 
EVER IT Paſſion of the Soul 
hall be ſet right by an unalterable 
degulation. I here will be no Grief 
lor 5 ho Date nor coy. 
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17 Man's Happineſs. 
red Love, and pals from Joy to Joy 
ia Eaqdleis Circles ot Felicity. Thi 
Happineſs will never be at a ſtand; 
dut ſtill improving to all Eternity, 
For both Angels and Men being 
Su and God being Iufinite, the 
Cauſes of their Happineſs will {tif 
he augmented, their Knowledge and 
Love will ever increaſe, and their 
Capacity will be more enlarged 
and treſh Streams of Delight ar: 
ever flowing from an jnexhauſtable 

| Deity. In his Preſence is Fallneſi 

3 of Joy, aud at his right Hand art 
\Pleaſures for evermore, Plal 1611 
Tux Infinite Power and good: 
peis of God will ever fend .torih 
new Objects of Delight and'tre(l 
ſubjects of Praiſe and Admiration 
of our Happineſs, and Love of thi 
Author of ſo great Salvation. 8 
voaſt a Change ſhall be wroaght it 
us, as will afford moſt Pleaſant Re- 
Hl.ctions, and a, future Proſpet 0 

s Glory in the Beauty of Holinds 
| The Will ſhall be perfedied wii 
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_ wan's Happineſs.” 1 1 
ablolute Holineſs, exact conformity © 

o the Will of God, and per ect 
Liberty from all ſervitude of Sin. 
We ſhall ſtill be more pleaſed in 
Heaven, that we have eſcaped the 
pains of Hell; and there will be 
yer a glorious Triumph, becauſe 


Death is ſwallowed up in Viftory. © 


A „ 
Tir Soul will receive increaſe 
of Joy, when it's Body ſhall be 
reſtored, and changed into a -Spiri- 
tual Body; 4 for the dead ſhall be 
taiſed incorruptible, and we ſhall » 
de changed, || and delivered from 
the Bondage of Corruption into the 

glorious Liberty of the Sons of 

God, We ſhill be more delighted 
with 4 clearer Sight and more. per- | 
et Knowledge of the moſt periet 

Being. We ſhall be let into the 

ſecret Decrees of Heaven, and the 
deep Myſte ries of our Redemption, 
we ſhall enjoy the Society of ble. 
el Saints, and join with them in 
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| 172 man's happineſs, | 
+ chearſnl Expreſſions of Gratitude i 


oned like unto bis glorious. Boay Wt, 
according to the 17 fe Where 


Things unto. bimſelf. Phil. 3, 25 


beyond Compariſon, and happy 
beyond Expreſſion. There is Per 
fection of Comfort, and all Enjoy, 
ments in Perfection, without thy 
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 F#he Honda of Sainte is Glory, 
Thrones, witbogt the reach of Ex 
Thority. There is the perfect Know: 


_ wiſe Deligns of his Providence, 
which were too hard for the will 
Men. There is the Beatifick Vir 
Hon, or the clear Sight and Know, 
ledge, Favour and Enjoyment 0 
God, in ineffable glory, which wil 
exerciſe the active Soul, and en- 


e 4 


EE. 
* 


our Redeemer, . who ſhall chany 
our vile Body, that it may be fall. 


by he is able even to ubdue al 


I nx State of Heaven is great 


leaſt ungrateſul Mixture; Riches 
and Treaſures that was not old; 


and the Power of Ring, upon 
vy or any Fear of loſing their Aus 
ledge of all God's Works, and the 
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* arge n Delight in boundleſs Per- „ -Y 


ections to all Eternit. 
Tut Eternity of the 8 
date is a mighty Addition to it's 
:xcellency» bey ond all that we tee 


ing 
fy 


a), 
rt, 


al a this 2 TN + Far the Things 
2ebich are. ſeen are temporal; 
ca the Ts which are got ſeew 
pie eternal. The Heavenly Happi: 
er hels, tho? unconceivably: great, 
„bout Eternity would be very 

te mperlect. It would Rrangely 
„amp our Joys to think, That 


ö 


ometime they would have an Endz 
ad the greater our Happiaeis were, 

he more it woul! trouble us c 
hink of, parting with ſo great Pale - 
eſſions, Iadeed it the Happineſs 
ft Heaven were ſuch. as this upon. 
Barth, and ſo mist with bitter 
jngredients, it were not amiſs it 
aquld he as ſhort; but being 1a 


eelent, it would ſcarce be an 
ov Wappineſs at h 4 it were nos al- 

7 8 etern al. 4 hs 
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gain as poor and milerable, as here W*" 
tofore in this Lite, would imply 24 


; tial Delights of the World to come 
| ſhould be as laſting as they are er- 


glory of this World is nothing in 
Compariſon of the Tings above, 
_ .. where Chriſt ſit teth at the right 
| Is Hand of G. Col. 3. 14. | 
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lf, "equally unconceivable, fo 


made of earthly Matter, but the 
Builder and Maker | is the mighty 


1 32 on 2 2 * e 


pan wagyinels, 455 


T0 conſider then, That ſo vat 80 
1 Treaſure of Joy and glory, ſhould W. 
One Day be exhauſted, and we 2. lc 


Contradiction, and turn Heaven wil 


into a State of Grief and »Miſery, Nef 


But God hath ſo wiſely ordered 
Things, That the empty De- 
lights of this World ſhould be tem. 
ry, and the great and ſubſtan 


cellent, 1 An exceeding and e- 
ternal Weight of glory. All thi 


Tu E Place of Heppineſs is pro. 
portionable to the Happpineſs it 


thole Eternal Habitations are nit 


80 
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 _ Man's Happinels, 13 
God, who is infinite in Power and 
10 Wiſdom. He is able to make them 
glorious and commodious, beyond 
any thing we can imagine. We © 
way be ſure the glory of the Place 
will greatly add to the 'Happineſs 
of it; and tho' the Heart of Man 
cannot conceive it, yet we may at- 
ta in to ſome A 1 of it, 
which may inflame our Deſires; 
that we who live in the Dregs and 
Sediment of the Earth, may look 
up for better Habitations, eves the 
bright Manſions of Heaven. , 
Fox there is the Throne of in- 
finite Majeſty, and theSon of God 
reigning in the glory ol the Father, 
vith the Holy Spirit united in One - 
plorious Being,which.comprehends _ 
ll 'Thin es jncomprehenſible, 
and fo glorious a Sight, our bodily 7 

yes could not endure it. No Þþ 
lan can ſee. bis Face and live: 
No Man can behold the glorious 
allence' of God in this State of = ; 
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fis plory would ſhike us dead ith 


Amazement. But we fall be qua. 
 Tiffed or fuch a Viſion, & hen th 
Image ot Gd is perfected in us, ut 
Lb hat when be ſhul uppen, 
doe ſhall be like him; for we ſpal 
fee bim as he is. 1 Jo. 3. 22 
lx the, mean Time We afe aſſu 
red; That Heaven is exceeding plot: 
bus; ir is the City of the great King, 
While Majeſty is infinite, à Place 
of ſuch Spletidor and magnificence, 
That all the Princes Courts in the 
World, and the glory of them put 
together, would not make fo much 
as a taint and imperfect Shadow 
of the Court of Heaven. The Holy 
pPpirit gives us a Proſpect as'Elear 23 
may be to our weak Sight, and helps 
us to conceive it, by applying the 
beſt meaſute here to be lound!; and 
aud we may ſee by the Eye of 
Faith, That this Meaſure is infinite 
iy ſhort, and our Thoughts infinite. 
ly ſurpaſſed, althe' ſo well afhſted 
to conceive the beaueply_ gg, * 


an's Happfnels. % _ 
8 +Trrxs is an Account of 
ide New / Jeruſalem, the moſt glori- 
us Deſcription, that ever was put 
into vi it ing, and repreſents a Place 
of Beauty, Luſtre and Splendor, 
eyond the reach of human 
11 hought, as being dictated by the 
oly Spirit; yet aſter all it is but 
Ti. Mfgurative and by way of analogy, 
being ſer forth by pure Gold and 
\o- Mprectous Gemms, all which come as 
ar ſhort of Heavenly Glory, as 4 
piece of common Clay comes ſhort 
e ot the brighteſt Gemm in that 
Deſcription. The City had 0 need 


of the Sur, neither of the Moon to © 


bine in it ; for the Glory of God 

| 0 eli * * and the Lamb is 
the Light ereof, Ve 2172 

T * Lamb of God is his San 

he 3 1 juſ- 

tice is ſatis fie | being juſti. 

sea by bis Blood, we are faves Þ 

from Wrath through him: Chriſt is | 

joined with * under the 1 1 
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cf the. Lamb, and he muſt redlly 
be God or ke conld be no Saviour, 
He is one with the Father, ſeeing 
none can forgive Sin, but Be 4. 
gainſt whom it is committed. + He 
is the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the Sins of the World, and 
he is equally joined with the Fa. 
ther in all glory, He is the Light 
of Heaven, which needs muſt have 
been from everlaſting, Therefore: 
he is the Eternal Son of God, 
There ſhall be 4 Ruler in Iſrael, 
whoſe goings forth have been from 
Everlaſting, Mic. 5. 2. 
_Fm1s is a moſt clear and un. 
queſtionable Prophecy of the Mel- 
liah, which aſſerts his Divinity, as 
equal with the Father, by an eter- 
nal generation, It is in the Hebrew, 
whoſe goings forth have been from 
the Days of Eternity. He muſt be 
de fame with God who could be 
uch a Saviour, as to give Eternal 
Salvation, or elſe he is ſuper iouſ 
Wo - 8 71 2 0 
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Man's Happinels., 47% 
od himſelf, as the Doer of the 
gteateſt Wark. It muſt be the ſame 
one God, who hath the ſome Po- 
er, and is qualified by Omni- 
ſcience, + to be judge of all the 
orld, He muſt be One with: the 
Father, who 1s the King of Heayen, 
and ruleth the Kingdom ot God. 
| It is the Kjnidom of his dear 
Sox. * the S of his Love, and 


i be is Lord, to the Glory of the Fa- 
„ber, Phil. 2, II. 8 
* | h n 


\ 
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12 to the 8 1 4 10 24 
Tim. 4. 1 * Col. 1. 13. 
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From the whole Diſcour { 
thete are two particulat 
INFERENC Es. 0 


Firſt, That we are to believe in 
Jeſus Chriſt, as the Son of God, 
of One Eſſence with the Father, 

really and properly bis own Sou 

| Rom. 8. 32. 


ebony, Hat abe this Sou of 
God bath wrought our Salva 
tion, yet there 1s a Duty belong. 
ing to Men, to prefer the Hea: 


all Things, 


F. RST, Suppoſing the Truth 
14 of the Scriptures, which have 
been m—_— proved, this is a De- 
monſtration, That Chriſt being cal 
led the Son of God, and ſo ok by 
ins 


venly Life, and to Jeek it abort 


Man's Happineſs, 181 
imfelf, it muſt be underſtood, real - 
y a Son by Nature, of one Divine 
i\ſcnce, eternally exiſtent with the 
ather, and diſtinguiſned from al 
created Beings. For, altho“ there 
de many Sons of God, yer Chriſt 
s the only begotten Son, and hath 
he ſame Power afcribcd to him, 
hat belongs to Gad alone. And 
tho? ic is not expreſſed in the 
laineſt Words, tor which there is 
good Reaſon ; yet it is expreſſed 
n the ſtroageſt Terms, ot more 
orce then plain Words; ſince 
plain Words may be miſunder- 
ood, or perverſely wrelted by 
hoſe, who are unwilling to believe. 
t is to be wondred, chat any ſhould 
doubt of Chriſt's Divinity, wha 
rpect Pardon and Salvation trom 
im, 1 1 5 
Tuxk is indeed a great diffi - 
ulty, in the Doctrine of tlie Tri 
* Myſtery above our (com- 
brehenſion. But we have Divine 
elp to believe it, and we have al · 
0 Realon to believe it, Wache 1 
. | Q* 4 
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together in our Faith. We may 
believe this Doctrine, if we rightly 
believe in God; becauſe we take; ſo 
God's Word for it, and the Evi nent! 
dence of his Works, the Miracles 5/4 
of Jeſus Chrift, and his Apoſtles Lord 
confirming the ſame thing by their jour 
Miracles wrought for and by the We rac 
Name ' of Jeſus Chriſt. Our own WG od 
| Reaſon inclines us to believe it, as M orc 
being moſt agreeable to our State; ere: 
for what could we Poor Creatures MW; 
do,when we depart this Lite. How 
ſhould we meet the Almighty and 
terrible God, who is offended at Mrigl 
our Sins, without a Sayiour equal W541: 
to God, and that can be none but real 
another Peſon, in the {ame Deity. ier. 
Bor if Chriſt is not one in Na- 
tere wich the Father, and only a 
created Being, he would be infinite - me 
ju inferiour, and yet ſuper iour in 
Honour, we believe on him to Life 
everlaſling. He could not have ſo 
much aſcribed to him, as to make Naa 
him equal with God, if he is not 
2. Son of One Nature with the = 
. IA ther 


her, His Titles would be nec dleis, 
yea; induſtriouſly blaſphemous. He 


nently as God is, He is Lord of all. 
ord of glory, Lord of Life, the 
Lord from Heaven, God and Sa- 


grace be unto you and Peace from 
od our Father, and trom the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and they that 


22 


1d faithful. 1 Cor. 1, 3. Rev. 17, 
14. Fe th bf | e 
Tü RRE TORE this is the 
right Faith in Chriſt, upon which 


real Son of God, and by Nature E- 
ernal with the Father; we muſt 
believe in Him, as he is. He is a 
Myitery unconceivable, yet we 


— ͤ ͤ . n 


lieve the Scriptures, becaule they 


DV him and for Him {5 He is be fore 


* . 
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ſo often ſtiled Lord, and fo emi. + 
jour, joined in the ſame Power, 


are with him, are called aud choſen 
Salvation depends, that He is the 


may attain to this Faith, if we be- 


cannot have any other meaning- 
For this Son of god made all things, 
aad therefore, He himſelt was not 
Yreated- All things were: creared 


all 
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all things and by him all thingy 
the Father, He doth all things be. 


him we are choſen, adopted, blefled; 


_ wuſt raiſe our Minds above the 


conſiſt. By a natural Union with 1. 


longing to God. He is our Re. 
deemer, Preſerver, Suſtainer ; ii 


and whatſoever je do in word ot th 
Deed, do all in the Name of the 9: 
Lord Jeſus. Col. 3, 17. {ex 
Secondly, Al THo' the Son oi ſn 
Gcd hath wrought our Salvation, he 
yet there is is a Duty belonging will © 
Men, to prefer the heavenly Lite, MW ©: 
| andto ſeek it above all thing: u 
For fo we muſt be qualified, to fe. th 
ceive theBenefit of Chrift*s Sacrifice Ml ſo 
If ve ſeek the Kingdom of God, wel 
muſt alſo ſeck the Righteouſneß f 2 
thereof. There muſt be Obedience in 
to old Commandments, and grati -. Ir 
tiude for new Mercies, that we 5 


may live in this World, as agrecad|: 
to the ſuture State; we muff fervc 
God in Holineſs, without which 
ne Man ſhall fee the Lord, We 


Earth, andprepare for the Nn 
48-3 5 i 
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Life, + ſett ing our Affections on 
Things above: For our Converſa- 
tien is is Heaven, from whence al- 
ſo we look for the Saviour, the Lord 
F eſus. Phil. 3. 30. 

J 1 058 E * are waſhed in 
„the Blood of the Lamb, matt ac- 
bl quire a Purity of Heart, || Bleſ- 
ſed are the pure in Heart, for they 
of ſhall ſee God, * and every one, that 
nM hach this Hope, purifieth himſelf 
ol even as He is pure. Not that we 
e, can be pertect here; but we mult 
ule ſincere Eadeavours to keep all 
the Commandinents, and be in 
lome Degree good Men ; we can» 
not be legally pare and free from 
all Sin, yet the bent of our Hearts 
mult be to Holineis. We cannot be 
made perfect, till this Body of Sia 
be put off, but we mult go on to. 
ward Perfection, aad the Work be. 
gun here will bs compleated in 
Heaven, where by one Offering 
Bb Chriſt 


\ 
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Chriſt hath pertecied for ever then 
that are ſartiitea. Heb. 10. 14. 
IT belongs to Furity ct Hear, 
and is a nec eſſary Qualification for 
Heaven, that we value it above 
this World, as m: ſt worthy of on 
Deſires. It js doing Juſti e to God, 
tigbtly to valuchis Kingdom. Bu 
there is great iniquity. in an inor. 
dinate I ove of thi> Werld. It js 
very fintul Injuſtice, to ſet our 
Hearts upon this World, and pre- 
ter it's ſading Vanities, before an 
Eterna Weight cf glory; to neglet 
our Fat heiꝰs Buſineſs, and our But: 
neſs of Eternity, for the lake of this 
preſent World. It is quite oppoſi re 
to the Will of God, + Heaven his 
His Throne, and the Earth is his 
Footſtool. It Men eſteem what is 
| loweſt with him, and contemn his 
glory in the higheſt, they cannot 
* to ſee the Kingdom of God 
. 85 
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Ir we reflect upon temporal En- 
joyments, ſuch as Riches and Ho- 
nour or Power, innocent Delights 
(as they are called) ſenſual Plea- 
ſures, and even Wiſdom it felt, how 
empty and defective ſhill we find 
them all! + Riches are often kept to 
the Owners hurt, not iacreated 
r. without Care, nor kept without 
i; Fear, nor loſt without griet ; yet 
ur bow frequently do they make 
- themlelves Wings and fly away! 
nM Ard then as to Honour and Power, 
4 chey are generally the Marks. that 
. Eavy's Bolts are levell'd at, and are 
olten hit; and beſides they are un- 
eaſy to the Poſſeſſors, being trou- 
blelome to manage, difficult to keep, 
and dangerous io part with, 
INNO GEN Plealures uled to 
exceſs loſe their Innocency and be- 
come finfal , they cloy the Ap- 
petite and leave a ſting behind th:m, | 
and much more ſintul and valaws 
tul Pleaſures, * All theſe at laſt he- 
| come 


r 
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118 Man's Happineſs. 
come wearineſs to the Fleſh, and 
Men are ſtill to ſeek for. Satisfaction. 
Knowledge and Learning might 
ſeem to be the ſweeteſt Pleaſures of 
Human Lite, but there is nothing 
perfect here below ; nay even theſe 
alſo are Vanity, as he aſſures, who 
had the greateſt ſhare of them, 
ſaying, + that in much Wiſdom 
there is much grief, and he that in- 
creaſeth Knowledge increaſeth ſor. peſe 
row, || eAnd what is your Life? It 
if even aVapour, that appeareth 
a little time and then vaniſheth 
a way, our Time paſſeth away like 

aſhadow, Plal. 144, 4. 

Now what is this Point of 
Earth, in comparilon of Heaven? 
Much leſs is our Portion hete, and 
all that we. can poſſibly attain. Hea- 
ven is in comparably beyond all 
that we falſely call Happineſs here 
below. All the Enjoymeats of this 
World are mixt with Trouble and 
dilappointment ; ſo that the beſt of 
1 them 


hem 
to us: 
rom 
ures 
this 
ven 
oth 
Wh: 
don 


— ——ů——— . — 


4 Eccleſ. 1. 18. James 1. 4. 


' Man's Happineſs 189 
hem grow cloving and troubleſome 
. Wo us. But the things above are tree 
t rom thoſe. ſharp and bitter mix- 
f Mures, which abite the Comforts of 
7 Wihis Life. The Happineſs of Hea- 
ven is pure and pe "fed, having 
othing to imbitter or obicure it. 
Why ſhould we fet our Hearts u- 
don this World, and be guilty of 
lo great Iaiquity, as to preter Earth 
before Heaven ! H hat is a Man 
profited, if be (ball gain the whole 
World and loſe his own S2u1? Or 
bat ſhalla Man give in Exchange 
or his Soul? Mat. 16, 26. 

Tux Loſs of the Soul is never 
to be repaired ; all the World can- 
Ot har ent got it, whea this Time of 
Tryal is finiſh'd : They are in the 
greateſt Danger, that are coverous 
of this World, becauſe they regard 
not the World to come. 1 Take 
heed and beware of Covetoulnels 3 
for a Man's Lite conſiſteth not in 
the abundance of the things he 
= 


7 2 12 18. 


190 Man's Happineſs, 
poſſeſſetkh ; but on the -contrary, 
wealth deſtroys both the preſent and 
furuce Hapineſs, it the Man want 
fpiritual Wi dom. Riches render 
Vertue more difficult, and Men 
more unwilling to learn it; they 
add ſtrength to Temptation, and 
Weaken the reſiſtance; they make 
the broad way of Hell much broa- 
der, and turn the Strait Gate of: 
Heaven into a Needle's Eye. + I 
IS hard fora rich Man to enter in- 
to the Kingdom of God, becauſe 
he is hardly to be converted, and 
they will never obtain Hcayen, who 
chuſe rather to mind earthly things. 

. Phil. 3519. e 
A great Love of this World de 
ſtroys the Love of God, || It any 
Man love the World, the love of 
the Father is not in him; they, that 
ſet their Hearts upon this World, 
will rather follow world:y Inclina. 
tions, than obey God's Commands, 
they will not ſo tar deny themlel 
| ves 


a 
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ves, as to do what they muſt do; if 
ind cver they will be ſav'd. 4 They fer 
ntz at nought his Counſel, and would 
ger i none of his Reproof. They hate 
len Knowledge,and chuſe not the Fear 
ey of the Lord. They reject the 
nd Counſel of God againft themſelves 
ke X and will nut come unto Chriſt, 
a. ¶ that they might have Lite. See that 
ol ye retuſe not him t hat ſpeaketh; tor 
u Nit they eſcaped aot, that refuſed him _ 
chat ſpake on Earth, much more 
e not we eſcape, if we turn a- 
dea from him that ſpeaketh from 
Heaven. Heb. 12: 25: . 2 | 
Tus Will of Men is of vaſt 
Conſequence ; Go1 requireth an 
Act of the Will, to ſubmit to his 
Authority, and to make no Oppo- 
ſit ion; there is no Virtue without 
a Will, nor Obedience without a 
willing Mind; and altho? we can- 
not chuſe perfectly, yet we may do 
it acceptably, God kaows our Wea ks 
WE = Ll nels 
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. 1. 26. 1 Luke 7. 30, * 
95. 40, | 7 ; 1 | 
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neſs and will conſider it. Children. 
cannot attain to the Virtue of their 
Parents, whilſt they are young andi. 
childiſh; but yet their feeble At. 
tempts are very grateful to them.. 
Much rather will God accept of 
the good Will of his Children, altho 
they come tar ſhort of Perfection, 
+ ſeeing be is our Father in Jeſu 
Chriſt, || and the only Son of Gol 
it our Advocate: Our Weakneſ; 
will recommend us, if we are wil. 
ling to amend it, and endeavour to 
do better: It we chule to ſerve 
God: he will give us more Strength, 
Come unto me, faich out Lord, al 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
_ 1 will give ou rell. Mat, it; 
28. 514 | TT 

Wie cannot give God his jull 
due, and ir is a Mercy that he will 
accept otus: We cannot avoid lo- 
,voine this World, nor altogether 
mind heavenly Things: But we Can 


come umo God in ſome Man: 
Del 


t Rum. 4. 16. U I Jo. 1. a 
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"nll, er, ant love. im more than its | i 
Bord; we alk be Wl un vor 
. by, if we lege him lefs, 

N alue 1 

n. 

of 

0 

U 
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having'recelved the Ptomiſe of- 20 
eternal Inbezitance. , "Take. beed 
Eretbren,” leſt there, be in A of. 
you" auf evil Heart of Val elief, in 
difarting trom the. ens . 
* A.) eee ie, 


Wha: is done tor. br "World 


t. | 
i ae myth; Tue 
only c the: 
00 ar ann Vlc pie 1 wo ride. 
ly "Men valve this World, 1205 4 
orld as Mttſe as they "value Hea- 
veh. Many acts are the bery ſame, 
that are done. forworldly-Interefts; . 
which may be done for the Glory of , 
Ge. 8 Guds 


) 


God, and this determines theit Ver. 

| tue; for no act can riſe higher, 

| than the Principle from whence it 55 
Bows. The Word of God will 


reach vs to chuſe the better part;and|** 
our own Reaſon will tell us, Wo Fa 


is moſt reaſonable, to ſerve God or fl 91 

| this World, and whether will be 5. 
our the greateſt Happineſs, to have bi 

ft bb TP 1 

our Portion in this World, or an l 
Taberitance zncorruptible, reſerved 5 

in Heaven for us. 1. Pet. i. 4. 

NATURE it ſelf teacheth us, 


that we ought to look up to Hea- if y 
ven, and deſpiſe the Earth we tread 


3 upon. This Life is not worth has 
ving,unleſs it were in order to a ber- i \ 
( 
| 
| 


- ter,andit's goods are not worth our 
purſuit,but as an help to anotherL ife. 

We are indeed of heavenly Extracti- 
bn, and are here ſerving out our time 
| in order to be fellow Citizens of 
Heaven, + we are going to Mount 
Siox, and to the City of the Living 
God, the Heavenly Jeruſalem, and 


fo 
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to an innumerable Company of An- 


gels, It were unpardonable Injuſ- 
tice, to ſettle our affections upon 


Earth, and deſpiſe the heavenly 
glory. It we deipiſe the Favour of 

our King, and the Priviledges of 
bis City, we ſhall juſtly forfeit the 


glorious Liberty of the Sons of God. 


YET we need not neglect the 
Wotld for GodS ſake, if we do not 
negleRt God for the ſake of the 
World. God is very kind tovinners, 
to allow Time tor neceſſary Buſineſs, 
and a reaſonable Enjoyment of this 
World. Bur this World muſt not 
ingroſs all our affections, and all 
our Labours. We muſt have the 
greateſt regard to Heaven, aud to 
the God of our Salvation. + It any 
provide not for his own and eſpe - 
cially for thoſe of his own Houle, 


he hath denyed the Faith and is 


worſe than an Infidel; becauſe he 
dilobeys a Revealed Law, when 
the Gentiles do by Nature the thiggs 

ENS, | 85 con- 
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196 San's Happineſs. 
contained in the Law. But then N 
zs the lame God our Saviour faith, 
Hie that loueth Father or Mother, 
on or Daughter more then mein 
"wot worthy of me, Mat. 10. 37. 
Sunk v that State is infinitely 
more deſirable, and ought to he 
eee (hs is the Perfection of 
Happineſs. The Kingdom ot G00 
\js revealed for this very purpole; t 


& 
a 


engage our Affections. The Glory in 
oof it is ſet forth in ſuch a Light, x > 


-aad oblige us to every Duty, that ii 1 
agreeable to the future State; ſhall ſ\2 
we make the. Word of God ct 50 t 
Eff⸗ct, and delpiſe the Riches oi his e 
goodneſs 2 1 hey muſt . needs forfcit a 
Heaven, that have ſo little va ue t 

a 

l 


it, and what is this World, that any 
;ThovidWalve it io much, a. to quit 
his Intereſt in Heaven? A Fleſb ir 
Graſs, and oll the goodlineſ; theres; 
, as the biower of rhe bielg; the 
"Graſs witbereth and tbe Kozerr 
'Fadeth, "becauſe the ſpirit of the 
Lord bloweib upon it ; but the 
3 x Hd BY | n Word 
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den 1 ord efvarGed ebene * ever. 
ſa. 4 0. 7. 

Th E Word of God is nat to 
betp ken in vain, and deſpiled by 
his fine Creatuies. when he would 
make them great in his Kingdom. 
be Contempt of goodneſs makes un- 
of worthy Men valtly more unworthy. 
0 * But all have ſinned, and come 
to *ſhort of the glory of God, all have 
ry in fome degree neglecte ſ their own 
26 Salvation. Iherstore as Repentance 
0 neceſſary for every tailing, ſo it 
inis upon this particular, which hath 
all 2 ihire in every Sin, that we love 
10 this World too mag ch, and have not 
is enough ſought aiter "God. We muſt 
ic WW allo remember, that without his 
t Help we cannot attain and mult 
apply to the Throne of grace. Fer 
every 300 Gift, andeverj z88d pers 
7 ect Gift is from ahove,and cometh 
- 60Wn from 366 Fatber. ** Ka, 
; James: 1 17. 
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Ir was a great Article of ont wg 
Saviours Buſineſs in the World, to We 
bring us to a ſenſe of our inability, Bus 
without God's Aſſiſtance, to any TH 


thing great or good. Theretore 
He permitted St. Peter's Fall, who 
was fo confident of his Courage, 
and thought fo well of his Fidcluy; 
yet both taiPd him, altho? his fai 
ling being toretold, ke might the 
berter have tortified his Mind. Be- 
ing then weak in our ſelves, we 
are taught to avoid all Pride, and 
Confidence in our ſelves, to depend 
pon God, and pray without cea- 
fiog, || that he may keep 4s Fron H n. 
Falling, and bumble our ſelves in his 
ſight, that he may exalt us 18 due hy 

Time. 1 Pct. t. 5. 6. 
60 path ſo tramed this World 
as the Sin of Man gave Occafion, 
and Man's Liberty required, which 
is to be govern'd by Reaſon, and 
to honour the Creator, in order to 
is Happinels, There are difficul. 
ties 


p * % 
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ties of Knowledge, and Difficulties 
of Practice, to exerciſe our Vertue, 
and yer oblige us to a Dependence 
upon God, + He-hath made this 
World to paſs away, and not cap- 
„able to fatisfy, that we ſhould not 
Piace O ux Happineſs in it, but ha- 
o ving Experience of the World's Va- 
nity, we ſhould {cek it in himſelf 
ws in the Wiſdom of pleaſing him, 
1 Happy is the Man that findeth 
hel Viſdom: andtbe Man that gerteth 
Underſtanding. Pro. 3.13. 
THis ſeems to be the Chief 
Happineſs, that God hath intended 
in this world, which is to be found 
in himſelf and in his Service, and 
which every Man might find, if 
be would rizhtly look after it. For 
God is no reſpecter of Perſons, 
but wou'd have all Men to be equal, 
and is bountiful to all Men, in this 
Principal Happineſs, As for the 
Inequality of Conditions In this 
Lile, none ought to think themſelves 
e un 
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unhappy ip the loweſt State: 4 Be. 
canſe this Life is bvt a Mom nt, 
and the goods ot this Wetl ! are 
but a' Trifle; in compa: ifon of E. ¶ bo! 
' ternal Happineſs, | Having Food I Mc 
and Raiment, let vs be therewith rep 
content, ſince we may be in Favor If de 
wirh God: t ſince Heaven is open N th 
to us, and the Beſt Chriſtians will in 
be the greateſt in the Kingdom 0 of the 
Heaven. Mar: 1 8, . 5 

Tur Gentiles ſpoke many te. 
good Sentences, but could not I re. 
ightly ' apply chem. becauſe they 
knew not Ged. nor had any good 
Not ion of ancther Life. They had 
often fublime Thoughts, which are 
agreeable to the Holy Script ufts'; 
bur: never could make them effec 
tual;/to eſtabliſh Happineſs in the 
Mind. It is à noble ſay ing of Se- 
neca, we ought to employ our 
whole Lite i in n learning how to die. 


parte gie 32 88409 dae 
"7 punctum /eft quod vivimus, & pong 
minus. SENEC. Pial 39. 5 9 1 
1 Tim. 6.8 —— i per 1. 4. 5. 


F Toi Vita diſcendum eſt meti. SENEC. 
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e Inis is vain in the Mouth of aHea- 
t, chen, who believes not a futute 
e State, as Seneca almoſt did not; 
but nothing is more ſolid in the 
Mouth of a Chriſtian, who chiefly 
regards that Moment, which 1s to 
decide his Eternity. Nothing but 
the Chriſtian Religion can give us 
any real Comfort, which ſhews us 
the Glory of another World, where 
che whole Man will be reſtored, af= 
ny rer the likeneſs of Chriſts Reſur · 


ot N rection. Rom. 6, 6. 


of REr1icion was always the 
Chief Happineſs of this Life, as 
Men thought themſelves in faveur 
with the Deity, and had Hopes of 

a future State, That was acounted 
the greateſt Wiſdom,and the greater 
was their Happineſs, according to 
the goodneſs of Religion. Hap- 
pineſs Is ſeated in the Mind, and 
no where to be found without, 
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I but in any Place with a ſound 
Mind, that is tortified with Con- 
tentment. The Gentiles aſcribed 
Happineſs to Religion, in conjuno- 
tion with Philolophy, and Ver. 
tue procecding from jr. But the 
Happineſs was weak, as the Rcli. 
gion was falle. The Jews were 
more happy, as they had Faith in 
in the true God, and a ProſpeQ of 
aà Redeemer : But Chriſtianity hath 
enlarged Happineſs, by an increaſe 
of Knowledge, and an improve- 
ment in Vertve, through the 
Fulneſs of the Bleſſing of the Goſ- 
el of Chrili. Rom. 15, 29. 
THis is the moſt pertect Wil. 
dom, and the moſt excellent Philo- 
5 lo- 
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Et Ulubris, animus fi te nom deficit æquus, 


At Ulub:e, you Ha ppine ſs may find. (Hor. 


It you can have but a contented Mind. 
Ulubk:z, a mean Village in Ita ly. 
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Man's Happineſs. 203 
ſophy, * which makes a Man hap: 
py ina World of trouble, by a 
well grounded quier Conlcience. 
It gives a Cheartulneſs of Mind, 
+ which Solomon calls a merry 
Heart, || and that doch good like a 
Medicine. It ſoftens the Evils of 
this Life, and ſweetaeqs all other 
good things. It acquiſeces in that 
State, wherein God hath placed 
us, and approves Of all his dealings 
with Men. Cheartulnels is a ſecret 
Praiſe of Providence, and thank- 
fulneſs in all irs Diſpenlations: It 
is a Reſignation to the Divine 
Will, + ſo that whatſozver pleaſeth 
God ſhall pleaſe us, hawſoever the 
| WR 5 
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| — — — — — —— | 
A philoſophia Remedia morbis animo- 
rum IRONS Eſt enim quædam Me- 
dicina certe; nc tam fuit hominum geneti 

; inimica Natura, ut corporibus tot res falu- 
MW tares, animis nullam invenerit, Cic. Tuſc. l. 4. 
Bonum autem Mentis eſt Virtus, ergo 
hac beatam vitam contineri neceſſe eſt. Id. 


0 8. bs 
i Prov. 15. : 13. I! prov. 17. 22. 2 — 
-+ placeat Homini, quicquid Deo placuit .. 


0 Wow happineſs. | 
World frowns upon us; and it i; 
ſupported - by this good Reaſon, 


ſelf, and God even our Father 
bath loved us, and given us ever- 
daſting Conſolation. 2 Theſ: 2, 16, 
W æE cannot pretend to. Perfec- 
tion; for as our Church truly ſaith, 
by reaſon of the frailty of out Na- 


right, and out Happineſs is ſo tar 
deſective, as aut Holineſs is ſhort 
of Perfection: But the nearer we ap- 
proach to Perſection, the more it is 

or the Honour of God, and the grea- 
ter will be our Comiert here, and out 
Reward hereaiter. Holineſs and 
Happineſs are inſeparable, and as 
the one is increaſed, the other will 
be improved: It is not to be effec- 
ted without pains, and it is moſt 
worthy of our Labour; Yet our 
main Dependence is upon God, and 
the Power of Jeſus Chrilt: Our 
chief Vertueis Faith, and our Guide 
the Holy Scriptures. The Scrip- 
teres are able to make you wiſe 


That our Lord Teſas Chriſt bim. 


ture, we cannot always ſtand up- 


© Man's Happineſs. 20s Y 
into [ſalvation throuch Faith in 
Chriſt Jetus. 2 Tim. 3. 15 
WZE cannot depend upon out 
own Vertue, nor truſt to our own. 
Ability. Our Strength is Weak- 
neſs, and our Virtues tainted with 
Sin; + becauſe Sin dwelleth in us. 
Therefore Chriſt's Deſign was, nat 
only to cleanſe us from Sin, but 
alio to teach us * Humility, a moſt 
proper || Virtue for Sinners; that 
we ſhould have a due Senſe of our 
unworthineſs, and of God's Mercy 
towards us. His Sacrifice ſhews 
us the hainous Nature of Sin; be- 
cauſe God would not accept of 
any leſs Satisfaction, nor without 
ſo great a Mediator. Sin renders 
us fo odious in the Sight of God, 


that he will not admit us to ap- 
proach his Preſence, nor receive 


any Petition from us, but in the 
Name of Chriſt. Both our Prayers 
and our Perlons muſt be preſented 

5 E to 
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205 Man's happineſs, 
to the Father, by an holy and un- 
defiled Hand. If any Man fin, we 
have an Advocate with the Fa 
ther. Jeſus Chriſt the righteous, and 
be is the Propitiatiou for our fits, 
1 Jo. 2. 1. 1 2 
V an have no Confidence in 
our ſelves, but ve ſhall be worſe | 
| pp it, and fall lower by our Pride, 
* whereby we tail of the Grace of |} * 
| | Goud. || Mea are deſtitute of the | 
| Truth, becauſe they are taught to 
cry vp good Manners, not in Con 
junction, as it ſhould be, but in Op- 
poſit ion to Faith. But this Morali- 
ty is very weak and ruinous, ha- 
ving not Faith tor its Foundation. 
For aitcr all the Morals of Men 
have done their beſt, * it is by our 
Faith we mult be juſtified, and by 
our Faith oaly, that we can bring 
forth good Works, ſuch as will be 
accepted by the Fayour of the Goſ- 
pel, it the Righteouſneſs of Faith. || 


. the 


4 1 Heb. 12. 16. || 1 Tim. 6. 35 ®:Rom, 
328. f 4. 13. || 1 Cor. 6. 9. 
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God our Saviour, Cbrift with the 
Father, tbat is able to keep you 


from falling and jrejent you fault- 


leſs, before the Preſence of his 


Glory, with exceeding Joy. Jude 


24: 25, oy 9 
N o w, altho? we are obliged to 


207 %ix 
The Unrightecus ſhall not inherit 
the Kingdom ot God: Ent it is 


Duty, and to do the Work of Faith, 4 


yet we may think it a great Fa- 


vour, that we ſhall be raiſed from 


Death to Life, and obtain Eternal 


Happineſs. We are obliged by 
_ Gratitude, as well as bv Precept, ' 
to honour God by our Obedience. 
We ought to judge it well for us, 
That. we can be admitted into Hea- 
ven, upon the Interceſſion of the 


Son of God, with ſuitable Qualifi- 


cations in our ſelves, It is a great 
Happineſs here, that whilſt we are 


doubttul in mind, what will be- 


come of us when. we die, Chriſt 


comes in to our Relief, and ſpeaks 


Peace to the troubled Conſcience. f 
This Happineſs may be improved 
e Whilſt 
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208 Man's Happineſs. 
whilſt we live here, to the Increaſe 
of Glory hereatter, by growing in 
Grace, aud in the Krowledee. of 
2 Pet. 3.18. | 
Tur Happineſs of this L ife is 
reduceable to this one point, the 
 Rnowledge of Jeſus Chriſt ; what. 
Joever is called Happineſs, this 
is the higheſt point of Man's Feli. 
city, the Ackuowledrement of the 
myſtery of God. The Chriſtian hath 


and what the admired Poet calls an 
Eternal Exile, the Chriflian knows 
to be an Eternal werght of Glory, 
He is contented with his Lot here, 
and cheartul in Aflictions, becaule 
he knows they will have a happy 
Iſſue; Great is bis Reward in Hea- 
ben, In Death he hath a lively 
Hope, and need not fear any Ter- 
rour. He will really have that For- 
titude, which the Poet aſcribes to be 
.a Juſt Man,whes the Heaven, ſball 

| Poſs away and ike Elements ſhall 
melt withfervent Heat. 2 Pet. 3, 10. 
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our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift. 


the true Notion of a tuture State, 
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